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(John 5:1-9)
“After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked”
INTRODUCTION

· “Rise take up your bed and walk” is a call to action.
· The response to the call is an act of obedience to the Lordship of Christ and to the infallible Word of God.

Daniel 11:32 

“…… but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits”

· Knowledgeable people can be “doing” people.
· The better the knowledge, the better the job.

· Procrastination robs you of the miracle God has for you.

· Jesus came to the man who had an infirmity for 38 years with compassion and mercy and said it was high time to act.
· This man needed to act to experience his miracle.
· There are many today who need to act to see their miracle.
· What was the cause for this man to remain for 38 years in his infirmity? 3 areas hindered him from receiving his miracle:
· The system
· The structure
· The self-pity

SYSTEMS THAT CAN BE HINDRANCES
· In this situation, it was a social system - in a way similar to today.
· This miracle took place during the time of a festival, probably the Feast of the Passover
· Social class distinction could be seen at this feast.
· Similar types of people flocked together – “Birds of a feather flock together”

· Educational and the wealthy class distinction, people with inferiority complexes and etc.
· The faithless, the carnal minded people, the backsliders and the unbelievers.
(John 5:2-3)
“Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water”.  
· This man was surrounded by the sickly  
· What company do you keep?
· It is said, “I can tell the kind of person you are by the company you keep”.
· It is important who surrounds you – your social circle in the context of obeying and doing what God says. 
· It is vital that you are with people who are people of faith, people who are righteous, God-fearing and people who know their God.
· Your spiritual social circle will help you be all God says you can be.
· The Bible says, “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.”  (Proverbs 27:17)
· There is a need to be around people who can stretch you.
·  A need to be surrounded by people who empower you to do exploits for God.
· Examples:  
· A fish restricted in growth by the size of the tank

· Child birth  happens when the baby in the mother’s womb refuses to be constrained by the mother’s womb and decides to grow bigger.
THE STRUCTURE – THE CONVENTIONAL WAY
(John 5:3-4)
“In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had”.

· It was the structure how one was healed.
· The structure limited the growth, the progress, and the miraculous from happening to more and often.
· This man was in his infirmity for 38 years waiting for someone to help
·  for the right time
· for the magic to happen – the angel to stir the water
· Following  the conventional way of doing things can be a great hindrance

· David refusing the armor of King Saul to fight Goliath.

THE SELF-PITY

(John 5:7)

“The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”

· He failed to assume personal responsibility for his life
· He failed to prepare himself for the miracle
· He allowed the actions of others to get in the way as to where he wanted to go
The Bible says,

(Isaiah 54:17)
“No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD,
And their righteousness is from Me,”Says the 

LORD.   

JESUS SHOWED UP – THIS IS THE TIME TO ACT
(John 5:6)
“When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in  that condition a long time, He said to him,  “Do you want to be made well?”

· The angel had not come.
· The waters were not stirring
· Therefore, it was not the right time.

· But when Jesus shows up, He looks for faith.
· He seeks those who are willing to obey.
· When Jesus shows up, it is your responsibility to obey to be made whole.
· Jesus said, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  (John 5:8)
· It is a call to action.
· Faith when acted upon results in miracle.
· Do not be faithful to something that is dead – a dead church, prayers with no answers, a religious existence but produces no life.
·  Jesus says, “Arise, take up whatever it is and go in His Name”.  

CONCLUSION

2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1   (The New Living Translation)

“Oh, dear Corinthian friends! We have spoken honestly with you, and our  hearts are open  to you. There is no lack of love on our part, but you have withheld your love from  us. I am asking you to respond as if you were my own children. Open your hearts to us! Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ 

and the devil?  How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God said:  “I will live in them and walk among 

them.   I will be their God, and they will be my people. Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the LORD.   Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. And I will be 

your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward 

complete holiness because we fear God.
Jesus says, “Arise, take up whatever it is and go in His Name”.  
· He told he blind man to wash in the pool for his healing
· He told the lepers to show themselves to the priest for their healing
· He told Zacchaeus to come down from the tree
· He told them to remove the stone at Lazarus’ tomb
· He told the adulterous woman, “go and sin no more”

It is time to act, Arise and go ……..”

