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2 Samuel 18:32 - 33

32 And the king said to the Cushite, "Is the young man Absalom safe?" So the Cushite answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!

33 "Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: "O my son Absalom-my son, my son Absalom-if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!"

INTRODUCTION

· David failed as a father. He raised a fatherless son who brought pain and heartache to his life and the rule of his kingdom.

· Though he had other sons, he failed as a father to Absalom.

· Consider: Are you successful in the eyes of society but forgot to be a father to all your children?  Can you console yourself if even one goes astray?

· Jesus taught the importance of one

· One lost sheep  (Luke 15:4-7)

· One lost coin  (Luke 15:8-10)

· One lost son - The parable teaches that “even one” robs the family of killing the fatted calf and the joy of merriment of the family  (Luke 15:11-32)

· How did David fail? Why did he fail? What can we learn?

· It was a cry of a father.  

· David was no ordinary father, a giant killer.  

· He fought 18 wars in the defense of Israel and was never defeated. 

· He was a genius at poetry; had the power of a prophet, and  musical skills that could drive demon spirits from the tormented. 

· He became a king not by right of birth but by accomplishments.  

· His reign was considered the golden era of Israel's history. 

· It was King David who cried, "My son, my son, Absalom, if only I could die in your place?"

WHERE DID DAVID FAIL, WHY & HOW?

· David failed, as role model
· Your children will do what you do.

· Absalom was born with the potential of either being a great son or a failure.

· Fathers must help children to make right choices.

· Absalom knew of his father's adultery with Bethsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah to cover up the adultery.    

· He learned the life of an adulterer and a murderer from his father.

· Absalom murdered his brother Amnon

2 Samuel 13:28

"Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, "Watch now, when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, 'Strike Amnon!' then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and valiant."
· Absalom committed adultery - he was a sexual predator

2 Samuel 16:22

"So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel."
Fathers …

If you are a wife abuser, your children will be too

If you cheat, steal and lie - so will your children

If you are an adulterer, fornicator and are immoral, so will your children.be

They will do what you did and may be even worse.

Your children can do you proud or bring you shame.

You can determine that by being a father and not an absent father.
· Absalom" had a spirit that sought position without earning it, God's blessings without spirituality.

· It is a spirit of deception. 

· It pretends to love and care but it is for selfish reasons.
2 Samuel 15:4,5

"4 Moreover Absalom would say, "Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice." 5 And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him."
· Absalom had substitute fathers - servants and others- but not David, his father.

· Child neglect is also child abuse.  

· Children want time with their fathers and not their stock portfolios.

· David failed to discipline his son
· He had a disciplined army, nation but not his home.

· Eg:  Eli, the High Priest refused to discipline his sons. 


1 Samuel 3:13

For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them." 

· What the Bible says about discipline

· Proverbs 13:24

"He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly."

Proverbs 19:18

· "Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction."
If you leave them a fortune of gold without God, 

you have murdered their future.

If you leave them with a fortune and an empty head, 

you will loose them for everything you worked for.

You may not leave them with large estate with fertile land 

but try to leave them with unstained hand.

You may not climb the path of fame 

but give them the joy of a blameless name.

Lovingly give them the rod and place them in the hands of God.
· Discipline proves we are sons and not illegitimate children.
Hebrews 12:5-12

5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD,Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives."7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 12 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees.


9 facts about discipline:

· Blessing of rest or relief in days of adversity 

Psalm 94:12-13

12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O LORD, and teach out of Your law, 13 That You may give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit is dug for the wicked."

· God's faithfulness to you
Psalm 119:75

"I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me."
· God's love and acceptance of you  (Hebrews 12:6)

· God's proof you are son  (Hebrews 12:7-8)

· Gives life  (Hebrews 12:9)

· For our profit or gain  (Hebrews 12:10)

· Share His holiness  (Hebrews 12:10)

· Produces fruit of righteousness and peace  (Hebrews 12:11)

Isaiah 32:17-18

17 The work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. 18 My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places,"
· Levels the path for the lame and brings healing (Hebrews 12:12)

KING DAVID ASKED, “IS THE YOUNG MAN ABSALOM SAFE”? (2 Samuel 18:32)

· Noah had 3 sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth  (Genesis 9:1,24-27)

1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 

24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said: "Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants. He shall be to his brethren. 26 And he said: "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant.  27 May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem; and may Canaan be his servant."
· Ham and his descendents were cursed because he mocked his father.

· If your parents wronged you - forgive them. God will deal with them better than you can.

· Question:  Are your children safe?

· Are your children dating partners who are unbelievers? - They are not safe.  Be bold and take a stand.

· If you substitute softness for self discipline. - They are not safe.

· If you substitute hard work and discipline for luxury and excuses.- They are not safe

· .If you are not a role model.- They are not safe.

        2 Samuel 18:18

"Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up a pillar for himself, which is in the King's Valley. For he said, "I have no son to keep my name in remembrance." He called the pillar after his own name. And to this day it is called Absalom's Monument."
But when he died, he was buried like an animal.


2 Samuel 18:17

"And they took Absalom and cast him into a large pit in the woods, and laid a very large heap of stones over him. Then all Israel fled, everyone to his tent." 

CONCLUSION

· You can't die for them - Jesus did that.

· But you can live for them as a role model

