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Introduction
Only a house whose foundations are firm can withstand the storm, and only a life whose foundations are sure can stand the test.
There are three aspects to this parable :

I. Similarities

-
Both build a house
What does a house represent? Life. Both are building their  lives.



The problem is misplaced confidence. 

One is in the Lord; the other is in himself

-
Both hear the gospel


“Everyone who hears these Words of mine” (Matthew 7:24)

-
Both house on the outside look fine.
As our houses go up there is not much difference, outwardly at least. 

-
Both face the same situation
Storms will come.  “Life’s storms do much to reveal the quality of a man’s life.”   Outwardly the houses looked similar but only one was being prepared to face life.
II.
Differences

Same house, same storm, but two different kinds of men.  The key to their difference was that one acted upon God’s Word while the other did not act upon God’s Word.


-
The Different Methodologies

One built wisely with focus on the foundation while the other built foolishly with no thought about the foundation.




-
The Different Perspective On Life


Foolish person is interested in short cuts and quick results.  The wise person, on the other hand, wants to know the right way to do things, the right way to live.

-
The Different Foundations

One built his house upon the rock while the other built his house upon the sand.

Jesus calls the first builder wise and the second builder foolish.   What reveals the wise and the foolish?  The Storms Of Life!
· Different Outcomes

One house fell while the other did not.

“The mark of true discipleship is not simply hearing and believing, but believing and doing.” 

II. Jesus’ Principles

1. Note the phrase “puts them into practice” (Matthew 7:24)

Many hear but do not heed.  Thus their lives crumble in time of storm.


2.
We should do what  He says
Knowledge must become action; theory must become practice; theology must become life.
Jesus demands our implicit obedience.  To learn to obey is the most important thing in life (James 1:22-24; 1 John 2:3-6; Titus 1:15-16; Matt 23:3)

3. When we build our lives on Him and His teaching, apply them day by day, we will have a foundation that no storm will be able to destroy.


Conclusion

The secret of having a firm foundation for our life, a foundation which no storm can shift, is to hear and heed the Words of Jesus.

“The foundation of obedience to Christ makes all the difference in whether a Christian stands or falls.”
