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Introduction (John 8:1-41)

The Pharisees were insulted because Jesus insinuated that they were “slaves” and needed freedom

1. They were proud of strict adherence to religious laws (c.f. John 8:3-11)

2. They were proud of their knowledge (c.f. John 8:13-18)

3. They were proud of their heritage as Abraham’s children (c.f. John 8:33)

The Loss of Freedom – Spiritual Darkness

1. Satan and his "powers of this dark world" that seek to destroy God’s work  (John 10:10, Ephesians 6:12; cf. Luke 13:16; 2 Timothy 2:26). 

2. Self-formulated religion which reveals shortcomings but never empowers for victory (Romans 7:3-6; 8:3; Galatians 2:4; 4:21-31; 5:1-13)

3.  Sinful old nature (Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22; Col 3:9). Sin is active within us urging us to express fallen human nature (Romans 6:18-22; 8:2-3; 2 Peter 2:19)

The Source of Freedom – Jesus, the Light 

True freedom is not independence of all authority. The Greek concept of “freedom” did not mean to be free from all authority. It was understood as the right to carry on one's own affairs within the structure of a community. Freedom is found only found in pledging allegiance to a new Master – Jesus Who is the Shepherd who has won freedom for us by:

1. Declaring the Truth - Freedom came from knowing and obeying His Word (John 8:31-36).

2. Dying for us - His death was the price demanded by Satan for our freedom from his clutches.  (1 Co 6:19-20).

3. Deeding to us His Spirit (John 14, 16, Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8, Romans 8:11)

The Way to Freedom - Obedience 

1. Confess your need to the Father (Luke 15:17-20) 

2. Confess your need of Jesus. Obey His Word (John 15:9-17).

3. Confess your dependence on the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:1-11)

