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1 Peter 1:3

Hope is like an anchor.  Our hope in Christ stabilizes us in the storms of life, but unlike an anchor, it does not hold us back.

As a Christian, what you are going through isn’t the end of the story.  It’s simply the rough journey that leads to the right destination.  Peter calls that our “living hope”.

Hope is a wonderful gift from God, a source of strength and courage in the face of life’s storm and trials.

1.
A Living Hope And How To Claim It


Living hope requires faith in the living and abiding Word of God

a)
The grass withers and dies, flowers bloom and die, but the Word of God “abides forever”.

b)
We have a living hope and the way to claim it is by faith in what He has written, His Word. 

c)
Our hope is based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So God can bring us through whatever we face in this world, no matter how deep that pit might seem at the time

2.
The Pilgrim Life And How To Live It
We claim our living hope through faith, and we live the pilgrim life by submission.

· In government and civilian affairs

· At work

· At home

· In the Church

Ultimately, we are not submitting to human authority but to divine authority.  God will never mistreat us.

3.
The Fiery Trial And How To Endure It
· No matter how fiery the trial, the temperature is ultimately regulated by God’s sovereignty (1 Peter 4:12-19)

· No matter how formidable our adversary, the powers of God is available to help us endure (1 Peter 5:6-11)

· Rely on the power of God.  Ultimately He is in control.
Conclusion
These 4 lessons will give us hope beyond our trials:
· When our faith is weak, joy strengthens us (1 Peter 1:6-8; 4:12-13)
· When our good is mistreated, endurance stabilizes us (1 Peter 2:19-20)
· When our confidence is shaken, love supports us (1 Peter 4:8)
