Speaker:
Associate Pastor Peter Ong

Title:

A CHALLENGE OF FAITH
TEXT


I COR 2:5 “…your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the                                   power of God.”

INTRODUCTION  

· Faith is necessary if you want to experience God real in your life (HEB 11:6).

· The believer’s life or walk is one of faith and not by sight (II COR 5:7). Challenges faced often are faith related for the believer. The outcome can be determined by the response.

· The Bible abounds with examples of responses to faith challenge but ultimately those who persist and persevere in trusting God wins.

CONTENT

When a challenge of faith occurs these are three responses that can arise:

1) Fright (fearful, belittled, unworthy) – Gideon (JUDGES 6 - 8) 
· A call to face the opposition and to lead his people.

· A challenge to do God’s will.
Beware of the master of distortion who tries to breed aimlessness with confusion and doubts to your life (JHN 8:44).

            Gideon persisted in trusting God and he won! (JUDGES 8:28)

2) Flight (avoid, distracted, procrastinate) – Jonah (JONAH 1-4)
· A call to free a people and to share hope.

· A challenge to do God’s work.

Beware of the master of deceit who brings alternatives and compromises to your life (II COR 11:14).
Jonah finally repented and obeyed God and the people were saved (JONAH 3:10)

3) Fight or Stand (bold, determined, persevere or persist) – David (I SAM 17).

· A choice to fight the enemy and to bring honor to God.

· A challenge to be God’s witness.
Take note of the Master of Destiny who enables, equips, and encourages us to accomplish great things for our life (EPH 4:7-16).
David was called a man after God’s own heart (ACTS 13:22) and the hand of God was upon his life brought success to him and God’s people.
CONCLUSION

Persist in your faith in God and His power … nothing is impossible!

