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I.  INTRODUCTION

· This scripture portion deals with Paul’s prayer. 

· Prayers are the expressed desires of ones heart.

· Paul coveted 3 things for the Colossians Christians:

- That they know God’s will  (v.9)

- That they walk worthy of Christ (v.10)

      - That they possess the power of God.(v. 11)

· Note the sequence: When we know the will of God, (i.e. “filled with the knowledge and in all wisdom and spiritual understanding”),  we walk worthy, possessing the power of God.

II.  A CLOSER LOOK AT THE THEME TEXT (v. 10)

· The evidence of “walking worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him”is “being fruitful in every good work”.

· Notice the order of the phrases “in every good work” comes before “increasing in knowledge” 

            In this day where knowledge will increase, the challenge is to do every good work.

            - It is not enough to know the will of God

            - It is not enough to possess wisdom and spiritual understanding.

            - Knowing something does not mean you are doing it!

           e.g. The Scribes and Pharisees knew the scriptures but that did not make them walk  

                  worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him.

                 The call and the challenge is to be productive and fruitful.  

                 We are known by our fruits (Matthew 7:20). 

· The word “walk” refers to our conduct or behaviour - a Christ like conduct.

· The word “worthy” means to have the weight of something else or weigh as much as something else.

      This means that: 

       Our walk is to weigh as much as the walk of Christ.


       Our conduct is to weigh as much as the conduct of Christ


       This is God’s will.


                    Christ is the role model in our lives and not anything or anyone else.

III.  HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?

      There is only one way- by being  totally committed and faithful to Jesus.

You must be united or yoked with Jesus (Matthew 11:29 & 30)

      A yoke is the instrument that binds two things together.

· “Take my yoke upon you”  speaks of a decision we must make

· “Learn of me”  speaks of knowledge and understanding.

       “My yoke is easy” makes sense  to the spiritually minded (a disciple) but is difficult for    

       to the carnal minded (the crowd)to understand.

· “My burden is light”  because of Christ’s strength and power (Colossians 1:11)

    To be united with Jesus, makes you a branch in the vine.

   The illustration of the vine and the branch  (John 15:5-8)
   For the branch to bear fruit, it must abide.

   The meaning of “abide” :

· To abide - is not just being together. There is fellowship, communion, interaction, common goals, desires, dreams and interests.

· To abide - means depending on and trusting in the vine

· To abide - means  deciding to cooperate, to act as one.

CONCLUSION

Total commitment will result in being fruitful to every good work.

(Matthew 5:16,  James 2:17 & 18,  Hebrews 10:24)

