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INTRODUCTION

· Many in the world today are in living in despair. Human efforts to overcome challenges related to economy, health and social justice appear to be futile

· Believers should not give in to this state of pessimism, anxiety and futility

· We are a people of hope.

· In common usage, the word hope conveys tinges of doubt and uncertainty (some miracle (Luke 23:8, Acts 24:26).

· In contrast, Biblical hope is not tinged with doubt but fills us with eager expectation because it finds its basis in God – His faithfulness, power and the certainty of His promises for the believer’s future (Ps 31:23-24, 39:7, Ps 62:5-6, Ps 71:14, Isaiah 8:17, 1 Corinthians 15:14, 1 Peter 1:3)

· The Bible calls us to be beacons of this hope in a world darkened by sin

· Jesus called us to be His witnesses – Empowered to be Light (Matthew 5:14, Acts 1:8)

· Paul reminded us to be stars in a dark generation as we trust in the God of hope – Empowered to Shine (Philippians 2:15, Romans 15:13)

· Peter tells us that we are to give a reason for this hope that is in us – Empowered to Illuminate Minds (1 Peter 3:15-17)

PROCLAIM THIS HOPE WITH ENTHUSIAM (1 Peter 3:15a)

“ But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord”

· You have a new birth giving hope (1 Peter 1:3)

· You have an inheritance awaiting that never perishes, spoils or fades (1 Peter 1:4)

· You have a the power of God shield against the unforeseen (1 Peter 1:5)

PROCLAIM THIS HOPE WITH ENCOURAGEMENT (1 Peter 3:15b)

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect …”

· You know the Truth (1 Peter 1:13-14)

· You have been specially called and set apart (1 Peter 1:15-16)

· You have access to your Father in prayer (1 Peter 1:17-21)

PROCLAIM THIS HOPE WITH ENDURANCE (1 Peter 3:16-17)

“ … keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil”.

· You have significance and an identity in Christ (1 Peter 2:9-10)

· You are a pilgrim (1 Peter 2:11-12)

· You know the ultimate authority is God (1 Peter 1:13-17)

