Speaker : Associate Pastor Richard Yun

Sermon Title : Claiming God’s Grace
Text : James 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:5
Both of these New Testament Scriptures find their source in Proverbs 3:34 : “He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble”.

God will not bless what springs from pride.  He pours grace out plentifully upon humble hearts.

We need grace to come to terms with these 3 areas that plagues us.

1.  Insecurity

· Afraid to be who we are

· Concerned about things such as our image

· Uncomfortable in revealing our true identity
Biblical Example: Paul (1 Corinthians 15:6-11)       

-  Claiming the grace to be what I am.

2.  Weakness

In Paul’s case he lived with the “thorn”. How could he go on in spite of such suffering? 
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10)
The answer is the same:  Grace                     

It was grace that made him “content with weakness”.

Grace in weakness enables us to become instrument of power in God’s hands.
3.  Compromise

Have you wondered why there is the tendency to concede, to stay quiet when the subject of faith surfaces?  
The answer is … we lack grace.
Claim the grace to stand for what you believe.  It strengthens our hearts, awakens us the courage to stand firm.

Conclusion

Have you been surprised to find yourself struggling with insecurity, weaknesses and the tendency to compromise.

It is in those hurting areas where we cannot handle it on our own that God does His very best work.
God is at work in you.  His mighty hand is above you.  His love is around you.  His grace is available to you. Awake and claim it.

