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The entire passage revolves around the phrase “And Elijah said”

i.
to the people (v 21)

-
choose your God

ii.
to the false prophets (v 25)
-
prove your god

iii.
to the people (v 30)

-
return to your God

iv.
to God (v 36)


-
vindicate my faith

Here is a clear call to lay indecision and sin aside and to serve the true and living God.

To fail to do so is a decision to serve other gods.  Idolatry takes place in the heart (cf Col 3:5)

I.
An Indecisive Choice (18 : 20-24)

· Results in spiritual vacillation (v 21)

· Results in rejection of God (v 23)

· Results in idolatry (v 23)

II.
An Erroneous Choice (18: 25-29)

· Has no spiritual power (v 26)

· Has no standing with God (v 29)

· Must be rejected (v 24)

III.
A Wise Choice (18: 30-35)

· Requires Decision (v 30)
God’s word exhorts us to decide whether for or against kingdom living.  There is no third alternative, no middle ground.  God expects (and deserves) our allegiance, our obedience, our very lives.
· Requires Repentance (vv 30-32)

If we really desire a life worth living, we need to start with Christ, placing our trust in Him alone. There is no other alternative that guarantees mediate forgiveness of sins and an eternal home in heaven.

· Requires Action (vv 33-34)

True believers ultimately do more than believe. They demonstrate a life of obedience as their faith is lived out on a day-to-day basis. Action proves 
the validity of our faith

IV.
A Vindicate Choice ( 18: 36-40)

· Demonstrates the power of God (v 38)

· Declares the Glory of God ( v 39)

· Disavows sinful living (v 39)

· Dumfounds the enemies of God (v 40)

Conclusion

The message of Elijah is timeless.  He called upon Israel to choose between God and Baal, true faith and idolatry, and good and evil.

Indecision and unbelief must be rejected.  We must choose to serve God and act upon our choice.  Turn to Jesus Christ, He is the only alternative.  God honors : “the way, the truth, the life.”

