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Introduction

· The theme text deals with the clothing or character of the believer

· Once a person has accepted Christ, he has a new life and becomes a new man.  

· He therefore has a new character or dresses differently.  

· Paul gives the Colossian believers the code of conduct or the garment to put on.

· Paul calls the believer "the elect of God, holy and beloved"

· "Elect" – chosen

· "Holy" - separated, set apart

· "Beloved" - the recipient of God's love.

· He commands them by saying "Put on"

· You do not put on until you put (Ephesians 4:17-5:1)

What kind of conduct or garment is this? (vss. 13 & 14)

There are 8 points to the code of conduct.  

The 8th point ties up all the pieces together  (Verses 12-14)

This is the new life or conduct.

· The garment of mercy – compassion

· It is showing of compassion, pity and tender heartedness.

· God has shown us mercy - mercy must be seen and demonstrated to others  (Isaiah 58:7, Luke 6:35 & 36, Hebrews 13:3)

· The garment of kindness - an act of help (Psalms 89:33 & 34)

· The garment of humility - a servant attitude (Philippians 2:3)

· The garment of meekness - gentleness which means "humble and yet strong state of mind (Galatians 6:1)

· The garment of patience – longsuffering

· The garment of forbearance (Romans 15:1, Ephesians 4:1-2, Galatians 6:2)

· The garment of forgiveness (Mark 11:25, Luke 7:4, Ephesians 4:32)

· The garment of love - "the bond of perfection

· It is the fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22 & 23)

· If love exists, love ties up all the pieces of your garment.

· Love fulfills or completes us in Christ (Mark 12:29-31,1 Corinthians 13:13)

The Demand for such a conduct or dress code

This is based on two fundamental reasons given in Colossians 3:1-4

· The Bible makes it clear why there is such a demand - there are two reasons:

· The new nature or life, is that of Christ (V.1)

· The Christ-life seeks the things that are above or heavenly   (Vs.1-4)

· We are in union with Christ by faith and dead to the world.  

· It has no claims on us and we are alive to God to live holy and righteous lives (Romans 6:5-6, 11-13)

· The demand comes with the following charge:-

· Your life is hidden with Christ in God (V.3)

· Be spiritual and not carnal only.

· We walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh (Galatians 5:16-17)

· "Set our affection on things above":

· Meaning - set your mind on spiritual things.

· We are to be spiritually minded and not carnal (Romans 8:5-1) 

The Reward of being clothed with Christ

Consider Colossians 3:4.

We will be with Jesus in glory either by death or when the rapture takes place.

