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(LUKE 15:1-2)
Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.”

INTRODUCTION

You have probably met people the Bible refers to as “Pharisees and Scribes”, “self righteous” or “better than thou” who make you think that you are hopeless, useless, rejected and a failure.
· They cause you to lose your self worth so you stop trying to do things 

· They could be your parents, spouse, teachers, family members etc.
· They speak down to you and instead of encouraging you, humiliate you.
· They exclude you, treat you like you don’t exist and don’t count you as one of them.

Jesus addressed them with three parables (Luke 15:3)

· The lost sheep 

(Luke 15:4-7)
· The lost coin  

(Luke 15:8-10)
· The Prodigal son

(Luke 15:11-24)

The commonalities of the 3 parables
· They were all lost
· Even the best among us are not without faults, weakness, imperfection and mistakes - regardless whether we are sheep, the coin or the prodigal son. 
· We are all sinners.

(Romans 3:23)
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

· Our weakness and imperfections may differ but we all have them



Paul says, (Romans 3:9-12)
9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”  


Jews were considered religious and righteous people.



Greeks were the wise, intelligent and from the upper class of society.

· In our “lost-ness”, we have not been devalued
The lost sheep was still a sheep and carried sheep DNA 
The lost coin was still a coin and had the image of its ruler
The prodigal son was still a son and had the DNA of his father.

· Our value is intrinsic.  
· God built value in us when He created us in His image.
· Though we have sinned, we have not lost our value as ones created in His image.
· Illustration – a dirty currency bill still retains its monetary value.
· The Bible says in (Ephesians 2:10)
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  

· The word “workmanship” implies work in progress
· God is not finished and is still at work in your life
· Learn to accept yourself and believe that God will succeed in your life if you trust Him.
· Paul says, (2 Corinthians 3:18)

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord
· We “are being transformed” – still going on
· Into the same image of Jesus Christ 
· By the Holy Spirit.

(1 John 3:2)
“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

· Nothing was spared for the lost to be found

· The shepherd left the 99 to find the one lost sheep
· A lighted lamp and a broom were used till the coin was found
· A father with love, forgiveness and restoration was waiting for the lost son to return.  
Love has no price tag!
· God loved us so much that He gave us His son

· The Son loved us so much that He gave us His life.
· The Holy Spirit loves us and transforms us from glory to glory.

“All who are lost” refers to the imperfect people like us.

· God so loved the world – us
· If you believe, you will not perish but have life – abundant life
· Jesus came to give you worth – a life worthy to be a son of God, a priest, a king and a prophet.

CONCLUSION
A tale of their lofty aspirations.

The first tree was the olive tree

· He dreamed of becoming a fine crafted treasure chest – where gold, diamonds, precious jewelries will be kept.

One day, a woodcutter chose to cut the olive tree down. The olive tree was so thrilled. As the craftsman began to work on the olive tree, it realizes he was not making it a jewel box but a manger to hold food for the cattle to eat from. His dream was shattered.

The second tree was the oak tree

· He dreamed of becoming a huge ship that would carry royalty across the ocean. Then came the woodcutter and cut it down.  The tree was so thrilled but instead of making it into a big ship, it was made into a small fishing boat. He was discouraged and disappointed.

The third tree was a pine tree

· Its dream was to stand tall and remind people of God’s great creation, but one day, in a storm, the bolt of lightning brought it down to the ground.  It was cast aside as a pile of scrap wood.

All the three trees felt lost and worthless. Not one of their dreams had come to pass. But God had other plans for these trees.  

Sometime later, Mary and Joseph could not find a place to put their baby Jesus, who was born in a stable, used the manger made from – (you guess), the olive tree to hold more precious than jewels – the greatest treasures of all – the Son of God.  God had a better dream for the olive tree.

Years went by and Jesus needed to cross the sea – He used a fishing boat made from – (you guess) the oak tree.  Now the oak tree carried, the King of Kings.

Then, finally, one day, when the Roman soldiers were looking for wood to make a cross, there was the pile of scrap woods, they made the cross from the – pine tree. That tree is still pointing people to God’s love and salvation.

God knows you are valuable and sees your potential.  

The Tale of the “Three Trees” reminds us that God knows our potential and has a special purpose for each of our lives.
(Jeremiah 29:11)
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  

(Isaiah 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

