Associate Pastor Richard Yun

Don’t Complain – A Lesson from the Desert

Text: Exodus 17: 1 - 7
Introduction

In Exodus 15-17 there is a recurring theme: “Israel complains”.

In Chapter 17, we read the third account of the grumbling of Israel. The people were thirsty for water and they grumbled against Moses, even to the threat of stoning him to death.

But Moses knew where to turn – to the Lord! And the Lord answered him and the miracle water flowed to quench the thirst of His people.

I. We Complain because of the Universal Thirst
This universal thirst gives us reasons to grumble:

· We view circumstances with a temporal view. We are short-sighted.
· We feel cheated or we feel we are not getting what we deserved.

· We are lazy. We choose to complain rather than to dig in, work hard and adjust our desires.

· We have an insufficient view of God.

II. The Lesson is to Receive the Universal Water
What do we need to do to stop grumbling and complaining?

· Be Realistic

Sometimes “the complaint” really isn’t the real problem. The deep problem is hidden in the complaint, “why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us all?”

Moses freed them from slavery but in their minds they are still slaves in Egypt. They don’t know how to trust God and to depend on God completely.

· Realize that complaining is against the Lord.

God hates murmuring and complaining (cf. I Cor 10:10-11). These people are never satisfied (cf Jude 16).

Rather than complaining, we should be turning to the Lord for the strength to face what He has seen fit to bring into our lives.

· Monitor your conversation
Sometimes we get caught in a pattern of negative thinking and complaining and don’t even realize it.

· Accept the marvelous water and miracle rock. We have it in Christ.
Conclusion

· You can always find something to complain about…Resist it! 

· A constant awareness of God’s grace is the best corrective to a complaining heart… Remember it!
What’s the answer for thirsting souls? 

Jesus, our Eternal Rock of Ages.

John 7:37: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink”.

Jesus also said in John 4:14, “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life”.

