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Sermon Title: Don’t Settle For Less 
Text: Exodus 20: 4-6
Introduction

Review of the message on “Putting God First”:

· Consider God’s feelings first in every situation

· Give God’s glory first thought in every task

· Seek God’s Kingdom purposes first in my everyday life

· Lean on God’s wisdom first in every decision I make

The Second Commandment is similar and yet different in its scope. Here is a call from God not to worship the true God in the wrong way. 

What is an idol?

An idol is anything that takes the focus off God and puts it on something else.

Here are the 3 dangers of having idols:

1. Idols will Damage Me Morally
· Idolatry makes a person morally weak (Romans 1: 22ff)

· Idolatry is pride, deception, rebellion and makes a person lose his moral compass for life

· Flee sexual immorality; Flee idolatry. Don’t Settle for Less
2. Idols will Deceive and Dominate Me Spiritually
· There is a god we want and there is a God who is! They are not the same. The turning point is when we stop seeking the god we want and start seeking the God who is!

· Idolatry opens us up to demonic deception (Jeremiah 10:4-8)

· Demons are hiding behind the idols
· The things (may be good) but don’t value them more than God. Otherwise they will dominate you. Don’t Settle for Less
3. Idols will Deform Me Personally
· Idolatry makes you exactly like the idols you worship
· What do you worship? Because we are created for worship, we have to choose what or whom we worship. Don’t settle for Less

· Ezekiel chapter 8
Conclusion
In Exodus 20:5, God also tells us that He is a “jealous God”. It refers to that quality of God’s character that demands exclusive devotion, because everything else is merely a substitute or second best.

The good news is that those who refuse to settle for less are given a promise in verse 6 – Steadfast love. Guaranteed… Forever!

Let God bring deliverance; Let God bring delight. Don’t substitute anything for the Real Thing. Don’t Settle for Less.
