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Text: Colossians 3:23-25

(Colossians 3:23-25)

23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.

INTRODUCTION

· God has called us to be the light and the salt of the earth - a people of God who are “A cut above”.

· A people not just “getting by” or being average.

(Matthew 5:13-16)

13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

· A people of excellence with integrity.

· We go the extra mile

· We keep our word - promises and pledges

· We give our employers their money’s worth

· We live with enthusiasm - willing to obey, give and serve

· God blesses excellence with integrity, not mediocrity.

· The Bible says, "whatever you do, work at it, with your whole heart".

· Solomon said,  

(Ecclesiastes 9:10)

"Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going." 

WE ARE ALL BUILDERS

Paul confirmed this truth and gave a warning:

(1 Corinthians 3:10-16)

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

Note the following:

· The foundation is Jesus Christ

· What we build on will either endure or suffer loss when Jesus comes

· This will be revealed by fire

· The choice of material is clear - gold, silver, precious stone or hay, wood or stubble 

· There is a reward for the wise master builder.

Excellence with integrity will count and not otherwise.


DANGERS TO WATCH

· A wise master builder pleases God

· Serve pleasing God and not pleasing men


(Ephesians 6:6)

"not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,"


(Colossians 3:22)

"Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God."



There is integrity when we do it as unto the Lord.

· Why do we please men?

(John 12:43)

"For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God."  

God rewards the excellent worker with integrity.



(Colossians 3:24)

"Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ."



Illustration:   The parable of the talents  (Matthew 25:14-30)

Jesus said to the faithful servants:

(Matthew 25:21)

'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'   



God's blessings are with the excellent not the mediocre.

David said,  

(Psalm 31:19)

"Oh, how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You, which You have prepared for those who trust in You in the presence of the sons of men!"  (Psalm 31:19)

Your labor is not in vain.

(1 Corinthians 15:58)

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord."

· Start with small things and be excellent in them.  God will bless you with bigger things.

· How do we lack excellence and integrity?

· When we cheat and steal - by being lazy and indifferent

· When we tell lies - being irresponsible and uncommitted

· When we are careless - being unconcerned and compromising

· When we are selfish - being unproductive and wasteful

· When we are unfair - being prejudiced and without compassion

· A wise master builder serves with the fear of God

(Colossians 3:22)

"Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God."

The greatest need today is the fear of God.

The fear of man will make you obey man.

Many are made to do wrong or sin - because they fear man.


Jesus said:

(Luke 12:4-7)

4 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!

6 "Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

The fear of God will add integrity to your excellence.

· Why should we not fear man?
· The fear of man is negative

· It causes a person to be troubled - loss of peace

· It causes a person to loose fervor - loss of commitment

· It causes a person to disobey the will of God - loss of purpose and meaning to life

· The power of the fear of man is limited - it can only destroy the body and not the soul.

· He can send us out of this world but not heaven
·  He can separate us from this world but not from eternal life

There is no moral integrity in the fear of man.

· Why fear God?
(Luke 12:6)

" .... five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God 

Sparrows are common and cheap - if God will remember them, He will remember you.

· There is God's Providence

(Matthew 6:25 & 26)

25 "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?".



      (1 Peter 5:7)

"casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you."

· There is God’s Power

·  God is able to make all things work for our good. 

(Romans 8:28)

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose."

· Our affliction work a far more exceeding eternal weight of glory 

(2 Corinthians 4:17)

"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,"

· God’s grace is sufficient

(2 Corinthians 12:9)

And He said to me,  "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

CONCLUSION

Joshua said to the children of Israel.

(Joshua 24:14-16)

14 "Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

16 So the people answered and said: "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 
