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Ephesians 3: 20

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us.”

INTRODUCTION

The channels God uses to bless us may differ, but the Source is the same. God is our Source.

· David in Psalm 37: 25 - 26
“I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. They (the righteous) are always generous and gives freely, their children will be blessed.”

The Scripture seems to indicate that a righteous person has the quality of generosity and because of this, they leave a heritage “Blessed” children.

God is wanting Calvary to experience His abundance as the year 2004 comes to a close. 

One word describes the passion for Calvary Convention Centre – “Souls” (people need the Lord).

One word describes the purpose of Calvary Convention Centre – “Evangelism” (Tell the good news Jesus saves).

One word that describes the urgency for Calvary Convention Centre – “Timing” (Jesus’ Second Coming). Jesus said, “Work while it is day, night comes and no man can work.” (John 9: 4)

Because God has entrusted us with this responsibility, He will empower us with His Abundance to make it possible.

Zechariah 10: 1...”Ask the Lord for Rain in the time of latter rain. The Lord will make flashing clouds; he will give them showers of rain, grass in the field for everyone. We are Latter Rain Saints.

How do we come to this abundance?

A. Abundance Through Willing Obedience

Isaiah 1: 19
“If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best/good from the land.” 

Attitude.... is what concerns God. The attitude of our heart determines whether our obedience is acceptable sweet fragrance to Him.

Col 3: 23

“Whatever we do, do it heartily.” Do with all your heart.

The size of our gifts matters less than the sacrifice, spirit they represent. The attitude of our hearts determines whether the gift is rich or poor.

2 Cor 9: 7

“Whatever you purpose in your heart to give, do it cheerfully.”

It is rich if it costs us and in spite of the cost, we are cheerful, count it a joy.

Deut 30: 8-9 – Another Chance for the children of Israel

“And you will again obey the voice of the Lord and do all His commandments which I command you today. The Lord your God will make you abound in all the work of your hand, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your land for good. For the Lord will again rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers.”

B. Abundance In The Wilderness Experience

The Exodus of the children of Israel, from Egypt to Canaan (Promiseland) had 3 experiences:

Not Enough – Slaves in Egypt (Bondage).

Just Enough – Sojourners in the Wilderness (Time of Preparation).

More Than Enough – Abundance in the Goodland (Promiseland)

So it is with every believer:

Not Enough – Slaves to sin.

Just Enough – Wilderness experience.

More Than Enough – Inherited Position, abundant blessings.

Deut 8: 2-5

Vs 2 
And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 

Vs 3 
So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. 

Vs 4 
Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 

Vs 5 
You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you.

Talking of the Wilderness Experience, Psalm 66: 12 says.... We went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance.

The Wilderness Experience is a time of abundance of disciplines, preparation, so that when God pours out His abundance of prosperity upon us, we will be able to handle His prosperity and be good stewards of all He entrusts us.

Deut 8: 6-9

“Therefore, you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; a land of which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig cooper.” 

Deut 8: 18-19

“And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the Lord your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them. I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish.”

C. Abundance Spirit, Soul And Body

John 10: 10

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”


The disciples of Jesus were very aware and appreciative for the abundance of:

· Jude 2 – Peace and love.
“Mercy, peace and love be multiplied to you.”

· Psalm 36: 8-9 – Joy and light (direction in life).
“They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house. And you give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.”

· Jeremiah 33: 6 – Health, peace, security.

“Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace and truth.”

· 2 Cor 9: 8 – All grace (Abundant Grace).

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”

· Titus 3: 5-6 – Holy Spirit.

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.”

· Psalm 72: 7 – Abundance for the Righteous

“In his days, the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.”

CONCLUSION

The Abundance God gives, is not for selfish consumption because He desires to flow through us.... We are to be an Extension, an Overflow, a Channel of all He has Entrusted upon us.

Entrusted not Entitled to His Blessings.

He desires that we His children will do His will and be instrument to  save the world from Satan and sin. He affirmed this by sending His Son Jesus into the world, born a baby, born of a woman.
The call is to each of us, His children in Calvary.

The challenge is to see the Vision of Calvary Convention Centre to become a reality.

· Exodus 35-36 – The Building Of The Tabernacle

Moses gave the call to the Israelites to bring offerings to build the Tabernacle.

Moses said to the whole community...”From what you have, take an offering for the Lord. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord an offering of gold, silver, bronze, linen.... (Ex 35: 4-5)

The key to their success is found in Ex 35: 22.... A willing heart.

· I Chronicles 28 – 29 – The Building Of The Temple

The key to their success is found in I Chron 28: 10.... For the Lord has chosen you to build a house for His sanctuary, Be Strong And Do It.
