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Text: Hebrews 12: 1-2


 Certain races are optional. Other races are essential – like the race of faith. Consider this admonition from the author of Hebrews: “let us run with endurance the race that is set before us” and never give up.

1. The Race ( Heb 12:1)
· The word “race” is from the Greek agon, from which we get the word “agony”.

· The Christian’s race takes a massive effort to finish strong.


· Jesus’ best work was His final work, and His strongest step was His last step. Our Master is the classic example of one who endured.

2. The Resistance ( Heb 12:2)
Have you ever thought about the evil things done to Christ? Can you think of times when Jesus could have given up?

· Jesus was tempted (Luke 4:1-2) , He was tested

· He could have quit the race. But He didn’t. He kept on running.

· Temptations didn’t defeat Him, shame didn’t dishearten Him.
· How can we keep running as Jesus did? 

    By focusing on what Jesus focused on: -  the joy that God  put before Him.

3. The Reward
In the final moments Jesus focused on the joy God put before Him.


By focusing on the prize of heaven. He was able not only to finish the race but to finish it strong.



Conclusion 
Surrounded by saints and engulfed by Jesus Himself, the work will indeed, be finished.

In the moment, the race will have been worth it.


· How can we keep running as Jesus did? 

    By focusing on what Jesus focused on: -  the joy that God  put before Him.

