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Review: How Do Marriages Die?

· Marriages die because of “no” or “poor” communication

· Marriages die when we reject our God given differences

· Marriages die because of a lack of passion (marriage and sex)

· Marriages die because of poor money management or love for materialism

The story of the resurrection of Lazarus has been used to address hope for every dead marriage (John 11:38-44)

The conversation between Jesus and Martha

Vs. 21
Martha said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died”

Vs. 23 
Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again”

Vs.39  
Martha said, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days”

Vs. 40
Jesus said, “Did I not say to you, that if you believe, you would see the glory of God”.

TODAY

Marriages Die Because of Poor Money Management or Love for Materialism

The issue addressed is not the management of money but the root cause of the problem – the love of money.

The love for money (1 Timothy 6:10)

Jesus teaches on this in Matthew 6:25-34

What worries us is what we should eat, drink or wear for tomorrow - in short, we feel insecure.

· Security is a need!

            Instead of living the way God ordained, we look to money for our security.

             Jesus give two examples of why we should live God’s way

· The Birds  (Matthew 6:26)

· The Lilies  (Matthew 6:28)

· Jesus compares them with King Solomon  (Matthew 6:29)

      The wisest man and a king could not do better than God who provides and cares.

· God then asks a question (Matthew 6:27)

· "Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?" (1 cubit = 18 inches = 1 ft. 6 inches)

· The answer is - no man can.  

· Therefore there is no reason to worry (Matthew 6:30-33)

· To worry is, to be insecure of our tomorrow.

· Your security is not money, but God.

· The message is found in Matthew 6:33

What does it mean to love materialism - it is not only money but the world

· John gives the most accurate definition of what “the world” is (1 John 2:15-17)

· Marriages die because our love for money or the world gives us wrong priorities, directions and passion for life.

· The Bible tells us what is better than loving materialism or the world 

(Proverbs 15:16 & 17, Psalm 37:16, Eccl. 4:6, 1 Timothy 6:6)

Four fundamental principles for a good marriage

The First: "Love Your Neighbour" (Galatians 5:14)

Divert your love from materialism and the world to your neighbour.

Your wife is the closest neighbor (1 John 3:11,4:11)

· If love is a command, than love becomes a decision we make

· We must decide to love

· The decision is made with the mind regardless how the heart feels.

· Marriage is a decision to love in good and bad times, poor or rich, in health or in sickness (Ephesians 5:25).

· It is not a request but a command. It calls for a decision.

· Love is about the only thing that you give away and leaves you to be better and richer (Ephesians 5:28)

The Second: “Submit to One Another”

· Husbands love to quote Ephesians 5:22

· They must note the preceding verse – Ephesians 5:21

· Before wives submit to their husbands, they should learn to be submissive to each other.

· How to submit (Ephesians 4:1-6)

· Recognize you are "prisoner" of Christ.- bought with a price, not by illegal means.

· Note you are "urged" because "self" is not willing

· It is a worthy life – a calling – healthy living

· Be completely humble – there is a false humility

· Be patient – longsuffering

· Bear one another in love – forgive and forget

· Make effort to keep the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace.- it takes discicipline

              It is God’s enablement –The Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

· All is possible because in the context of Verse 21.

·  "Submitting to one another" is the command to being filled with the Holy Spirit 

·   Submitting is one of the many things we do, when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Third: “Communicate” (Ephesians 4:29, Colossians 3:8-10)

· Put off  "blasphemy" 

· Profanity, swear words, bad language, Irreverence disrespect, ridicule and "filthy language"  

· Do not lie"  (Colossians 3:10). The result of lying is found in Revelation 21:8

· Four rules in communication

a. Is it true? We may quote word for word but is it the truth?

i. e.g. 1 Corinthians 12:1 may be misquoted as “Now concerning spiritual gifts, ignorant brethren”.

b. What is the motive? The Bible says we “do all to the glory of God”

c. It is necessary – Silence is golden!

d. Will it benefit those who hear? (Matthew 12:36)

The Fourth: “Whatever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:23)

· It is even more important to succeed in marriage and family life than in business, education or other endeavours.

· The golden rule as said by Peter, "And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins."   (1 Peter 4:8)

· To “cover” is to forgive

· God forgave man because God loved the world (John 3:16)

The Challenge

“Make effort’ – pour out your energy to obey the Lord and His teachings and you will be blessed.

