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INTRODUCTION –STEWARDSHIP IS LORDSHIP

· Lordship settles the position issue of my life   (Matthew 22:36-37)

· (Who is going to be No. 1?)  

· God is sovereign in my life.

· My will is to do His will (Matthew 8:2)

· Lordship settles the self centred issue of my life  (Matthew 25:14-30)

· (Who has a right to my life?)

· Consider the one talent servant who hid his talent in the ground (Matthew 25:14-30)

· Lordship settles the profession issue of my life  (Matthew 7:21-23)

· (Who will enter God's kingdom?)  

· Saying the right words, doing good works is not enough. It is obeying what you learnt

· Profession and conduct must correspond.

· Lordship settles the possession issue of my life.  (Matthew 24:14-15)

· (Who owns the "things" in my life?)

· All I have comes from God

· God owns all that I have.  

· The tithe is the proof that my 90% belongs to God. 

· God is Lord of all or He is not Lord at all

      When He becomes Lord of my life, I become a successful steward - a victorious believer!!

Jesus is Lord of all or He is not Lord at all

Scriptures: Luke 12:13-48

Three scriptural teachings of Jesus are found in this portion of Scripture regarding stewardship:

· The parable of the rich fool (vs.16-21)

· The teaching on “not to worry” (vs.22-34)

· The faithful servant (vs.35-48)

FOUR SIGNS OF A SENSIBLE STEWARD

A SENSIBLE STEWARD IS RESPONSIBLE   (V. 13-21) 

The parable of the rich fool (vs.16-21)

Three irresponsibilities noted

· He was irresponsible to himself

· He thought within himself, what shall I do, I have no room to store my crops (vs.17)

· I will pull down my barns, I will build greater, I will store, I will say to my soul (vs.18)

· He thought life consisted of just material things (V.19)

· He was irresponsible to others

· He didn't realize that God's blessings meant he should help others (V.17-19)

· Selfishness described.

· Why did he stop when he had a productive land? He had no world-view.

· Rephrase verse 17

· From “my crop” to "your crop"’

· From my barn to "your barn" 

· Instead of "my" and "I", it should be “yours”

· Acknowledge God’s blessings

· Don't stop what you've got (a productive land).

· Selfishness makes you inward looking

· It robs you of your potential

· He was irresponsible to God

· He didn't realize the uncertainty of life and the certainty of judgment (V.20-21)

· He was "Not rich towards God"

A SENSIBLE STEWARD WILL NOT WORRY – IS RELAXED  (V.22-34)

· God is your security

· Do not worry, because it is God's problem.  God is responsible for what you make Him Lord over.

· We worry not because of our possessions or lack of them but because we fail to focus on God

· People who worry are insecure

· When your security is in this world you need to worry

· When God is your security- you have no worry.

· Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorry, it empties today of its strength.  

· Worry is destructive  (V.22, 29) 

· We are to be anxious for nothing.

· Worry is deceptive  (V.23)

· It gives us a false view of life  (V.23)

· It gives us a false view of God  (V.24, 27, 28)

· We focus on the wrong things and not God.

· It gives us a false view of itself  (V.25-26)

· Worry distracts us  (V. 30-34)

· We see the wrong things.

       God's pleasures and our treasures must go together!

A SENSIBLE STEWARD IS FAITHFUL - READY FOR HIS COMING   (V.12:35-40)

· Keep your eyes on the Lord

· Seize every moment - don't postpone for tomorrow.  When you store, you get no more.

· Waist girded and lamps burning – a picture of readiness and doing (vs.35)

· A thief comes without warning (v.39)

· The message (v.40)

 A SENSIBLE STEWARD WILL DO THE WILL OF GOD TILL JESUS COMES - REWARDED  (V. 41-48)

· Be faithful and keep doing till He comes

· There is no retirement in doing the will of God

· Peter's question (V. 41).  Is it for us? Or the others?

THE CHALLENGE:  BE A SENSIBLE STEWARD

· Be responsible - Weigh your responsibilities in light of your blessings  (V.13-21)

· Let God be your security  - Wait on God to meet your needs because you have put Him first (V.22-34)

· Live in Readiness of His Return - Watch for the Lord's return because your values are based on eternity (V.35-40)

· Be faithful in doing His will - Work until the Lord return because you are faithful to His commission

Only one life, it'll soon be past; Only what's done for Christ will last.
