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INTRODUCTION

Fruitfulness in the Bible is both a condition and a place.  

It is described as a condition in John 15:1-8

We shall consider fruitfulness as a place.

Two scriptures help us understand God’s purpose for us which is to be fruitful through death.
We can be fruitful in health, in relationships, family, work, ministry, and towards God.

FIRST SCRIPTURE: JOHN 12:20 - 26

(John 12:20-26)

Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast. Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

· The Greeks who came out of curiosity - “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (John 12:21)
· The” honeymoon” side of being a Christian.
· Jesus responded with God’s purpose for living  (John 12:23-25)
Two different scenarios presented:

· “a grain of wheat dies” -  it produces much grain (V.24)
· “hate his life” or “lose his life”  - will keep it  (V.25)
· To belong to Jesus is to follow Him. (V. 26)
· To follow Him, is to serve Him.
· The Father honors or favors the one who follows and serves
TO BE FRUITFUL, ONE GOES THROUGH A PROCESS – THE PROCESS OF DYING

· Fruitfulness is a process of being hated, losing and dying. 

· A place we experience before we can be fruitful.

· As much as we are blessed and favored by God, we must experience hate, losing and dying.
· Examples:

· Moses in the desert
· Joseph in the pit

· Jesus on the cross
· Christians are not escapees of death, suffering and hardship.

(Psalm 34:19)

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.”


(Philippians 3:8-11) 

“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
WHAT IS LOSING OR A DYING PLACE LIKE?

· It is dark, lonely, painful and uncomfortable
· People who have been there don’t wear their feelings on their sleeves and are not easily offended.

Job said,(Job13:15)

 “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him 

· Death in the Bible means “separation” and not annihilation 
· Death is a place we go to that separates us from God. But in the Christian life, we are separated from sin.
Eg. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus

Paul said, (2 Corinthians 5:6)

“So we are always confident, knowing that 
while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.

· To a Christian, death is the shedding of the outer man so that he can put on the new man, like snakes shed their skins.
· Death is a divorce from sin. – it pronounces the separation of you and sin forever.  

(Romans 6:8-14,22)
“Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not 
under law but under grace.  But now having 
been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.”



Jesus said,

(John 12:24)
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain 

THE SECOND SCRIPTURE:  PSALM 23

· The first part  - God does  (Psalm 23:1-3)

· He makes me to lie down

· He leads me

· He restores me.

· The second part – you do (Psalm 23:4-6)

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death” (V.4)

· You walk through and not to. 

· The valley of the shadow of death is not your destination. 

·  What is there on the other side of the valley?

· A prepared table

· An anointing

· Goodness and mercy

· Dwelling in the house of God.

You are a fruitful Christian.

