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Title: Fulfilling Your Destiny

Text: Ephesians 1:4-12
What is destiny? In simple terms, destiny is God’s purpose for your life. Destiny is what God has predetermined you to be and to become in His divine will.

There are three things to learn from the Scripture text in Ephesians 1: 4-12 regarding God’s destiny for us and how we can fulfill it.

1. God Chose Us In Him

Eph 1:4….He chose us in Him before the creation of the world…

Eph 1:5….He predestined us to be adopted as His Sons through Jesus Christ

Eph 1:9….His will…which He purposed in Christ…

Eph 1:11…having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will…

· This is a clear statement: God predestined our salvation long before we were born (cf John 15:16, Psa 47:4; 2 Thess 2:13)
· God never predestines or foreordains evil. Sinful men create the evil in the world. He is always good and ordains only good for us.

· God, who from before the creation of the world knew both our faith and everything that would happen in our world, predestined us from before creation to be like Jesus.

2. God’s Motivation : Love

Eph 1:4-5..In love He predestined us…

Eph 1:5…..in accordance with His pleasure and will…

Eph 1:6….His glorious grace, which He has freely given us…
Eph 1:7-8...according with the riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us…

Eph 1:9…according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ…
· God has predestined us for salvation because He loves us. What does this mean for us? What is the result?

3. Holy and Blameless Before Him

These are the results of being predestined:

Eph 1:4….we should be holy and blameless in His sight…

Eph 1:5….to be adopted as His Son through Jesus Christ…

Eph 1:7….we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins…

· When we receive salvation that we have been predestined for, we enter into eternal life and become children of God.

· At the Cross, God gathered up all the destinies of humankind into one grand purpose and He placed them all in His Son: “to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Eph 1:10)

Closing

What is the single, grand and glorious destiny given to all believers?

The Apostle Paul reveals it to us in Ephesians 1: 4-6:

 “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will – to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One he loves.”

Our destiny is to be adopted child of God. Now we are to live for our Lord, blameless and holy, by the power of God’s Spirit. Our single purpose on this earth is to live our lives as a praise and glory to Him!
