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Introduction

The Names Joseph gave his two sons reflects the life-style of the believer.      

“Manasseh” means “making me forget”

“Ephraim” means “caused me to be fruitful”.

Consider the following questions 

· Is it possible to totally forget the wrong done to you?


Is forgetting tied to forgiveness?

· To forgive, we know we must forget but can we totally forget?


If we don’t forget, have we really forgiven?

Consider the Names Given to Joseph’s Sons (Genesis 41:51 & 52)

The names of Joseph’s two sons will help us answer the above questions.

Manasseh – “God has made me to forget”

· Joseph’s brothers hated and sold him

· Joseph was accused falsely by Potiphar’s wife and was sent to prison.

      Is it possible to forget?  NO

      If he forgot, why did he name his son Manesseh.

* How God helped Joseph to forget.

· God took away the emotional pain but not the memory.

· God took the pain from the memory.

Joseph was healed from the past but had scars in his memory

* How You Can Let God Help You

· Be willing to forgive. This is your part

· Forgiveness is the remission of the punishment due to sinful conduct.

· It involves the complete removal of the cause of offence.  

· The offence may leave a mark or a scar but the sting, the curse is removed.

· Forgiveness is a choice, an act of your will.

· The one who forgives gains most

· Joseph forgave his brothers – he acted for success. (Genesis 45:4 & 5)

· This does not mean forgiveness is cheap.

· Forgiveness demands a change

· Jesus said to the woman caught in adultery “go and sin no more”

· Adulterers must change.

· Homosexuals must change

· 
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Forgiveness is not pardon

· Pardon is a legal transaction that releases the offender from the consequence of that action.

· Forgiveness is not reconciliation

· Reconciliation requires participation of two people. 

· The person you forgave may not want to talk to you or see you but you are free from the torment of anger, bitterness against that person.

· Forgiveness takes the poison out of you

· Jesus forgave on the Cross.

· But His nail scarred hands and feet reminded Him of what the unrighteousness did

· Because Jesus forgives – we can be saved.

Ephraim – “God has caused me to be fruitful”

Joseph was the reason for the prosperity of Egypt.

Joseph applied “7 Principles of Prosperity”

· Joseph knew it was God’s will for him to prosper (Joshua 1:8, 3 John 2)

· Joseph sowed seed (Genesis 47:23)

· We must become seed conscious and not need conscious.

· God said, “the seed of the woman shall bruise your head – the serpent” (Genesis 3:15)

· 
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Seed is promising -
it speaks of a future






It gives hope, life and prosperity.

Plant your seed!

In the New Testament:

It is give – it is synonymous to sow.

Luke 6:38

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you 

use, it will be measured back to you.”

The Egyptian obeyed, wholeheartedly.

What about the believers today?!

Planting seed is the law of the harvest – when you plant you reap a harvest.

What you plant is what you get – we reap what we sow.

You cannot grow wild oats and expect good grain.



You cannot live like hell and expect heaven.

3.
Expect the harvest

a.
False humility – some say, well, I just do my part – I give.


I don’t expect to prosper  - according to your faith.

b.
Some have a messianic complex – they brag on their poverty, sorrow and suffering 

as spirituality – for Jesus’ sake.

To be spiritual, is to be content in whatever state you are in. 

Philippians 4:11

“Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to 

be content:”

Luke 6:38

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same 

measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Speaks of 4 gains:-

It shall be given to you:-

1.
Good measure

2.
Press down

3.
Shaken together

4.
Running over

Will be put in your bossom.

This is not just to replace what you sow or give.  But to increase what you had.

Joseph was fruitful!

Genesis 41:49

“Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped 

counting, for it was immeasurable.”

All the land of Egypt and the surrounding land came to Joseph for grain.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he 

purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good 

work.”

God is able and willing.

But do you grudge in your giving?

Give God a chance to bless you!!

If it worked for Joseph, it will work for me.



4.
Give back the source of your wealth




Genesis 47:24

“And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to 

Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and for your food, 

for those of your households and as food for your little ones.”

1/5 or 20% was given to Pharoah.

Why?  Because:

Genesis 47:25

25 So they said, “You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my 

lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.”

For the N.T. – Jesus has saved your life.

Giving is a proof that the cancer of greed has not affected your soul!!

The give back principle is called “Tithing”.



5.
God prospers you to be a blessing and a testimony to His Name




James 4:3

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on 

your pleasures.”



6.
Wait for the harvest – be patient




Luke 8:15

“Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, 

and continued all night in prayer to God.”




Hebrews 6:12

“that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises.”




Romans 8:25

“But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 

perseverance.”

The lack of patience can kill your harvest.

Galatians 6:9

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap 

if we do not lose heart.”



7.
Put your seed in the anointed hands




The feeding of the 5,000  (Matthew 18:13-21)

The little boy put what he had in the hands of the disciples, who put it into Jesus’ 

hands.

Note: 

What you have in your hand may never look big enough to meet your dream.

What you have may not be big enough to meet your need but you seed.

The boy gave what he had and they fed 5,000 besides women and children.

CONCLUSION

Remember Joseph had two sons.

Manasseh and Ephraim – meaning to forget and to be fruitful.

If you don’t forgive and forget, you will never be fruitful.
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