
SPEAKER

:
SENIOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR PETRINA GUNERATNAM
TITLE


:
GOD ON THE CROSS

SCRIPTURE TEXT
:
Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was 

necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day.     (Luke 24:46 NKJV)
“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”  (1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NKJV)

INTRODUCTION

In a few days, we will be commemorating Good Friday and celebrating Easter.  Two events that altered/changed the destiny of mankind. 

Good Friday – 
The Cross, the emblem of immense suffering and shame.  Jesus who is God died on the Cross bearing the sins of the world.

Easter Sunday -
The Empty Tomb – evidence of the resurrection.  The day death died giving way to God’s eternal life.  Jesus is alive, having conquered hell, death and sin.

Today’s Message:

The God On The Cross identifies with each one who is going through tough times

· Adversity and affliction are very much a part of Christian living.

Psalm 34:19 

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.”

· From the time He was a baby (assassination plot by King Herod) till His death on the cross,  Jesus met with oppositions, rejections, accusations, oppressions, betrayals  etc. 
· God Himself faced the pain and disappointment of betrayal by His ‘prized’ creation, Adam and Eve.  He created them to have fellowship with Him not to betray Him.

Message

1.
We can make our adversities work for us and not against us
We can be fruitful in our affliction – Genesis 41:52

 “And the name of the second he called Ephraim: “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the 

land of my affliction.”

· Joseph had this testimony ...

 “God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. “  Genesis 41:52

How did Joseph become fruitful in such adverse circumstance.?

a) Joseph acknowledged God at all times.


He said ... “For God has caused me ... Genesis 41:52

b) Joseph lived a life that honored and obeyed God.

To Potiphar’s wife he said, “How can I do this wickedness and sin against God.”  Genesis 39:9

c)
Joseph was careful to give God the glory

Responding to Pharaoh when he was asked to interpret the dream ...  “It is not in me, God will give the answer.”  Genesis 41:16

2.
We can be fruitful and multiply in the midst of national affliction – Exodus 1:7-10
Exodus 1:7  

“But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. “


In  Exodus 1:8-10, we see the fear and jealousy of the Egyptians toward the Israelites

The world and Satan recognize the growth of the church and will do everything to afflict and try to stop growth.


So began the plan to stop growth.

“Therefore they set task masters over them to afflict them with their burdens.  But the more they afflicted them the more they multiplied and grew.”  Exodus 1:11 & 12

The Church of Jesus Christ always thrive greatly in the midst of persecution and affliction.

The underground church in Church in China is a testimony to this.

I think we too can identify why we are having so much obstacles.  The more challenges we face ... the more we will multiply and grow.

3.
We can be fruitful in the land of family affliction – 1 Samuel 1:6-20

Hannah’s land of affliction was within the family ... affliction caused by a member in the family 


1 Samuel. 1:6 

“And her rival (adversary) also provoked her severely, to make her miserable because the 

Lord has closed her womb.”


Hannah faced a problem beyond her ability to help herself or change her circumstance.


To make matters worse, or “add salt to the wound” – insult to injury

Hannah’s affliction was caused by the other woman.  This woman consistently, constantly taunt, humiliate, made her cry.

In her pain (bitterness of soul), Hannah turned to God in prayer.

Hannah maintained her God-fearing attitude.  She turned to God, she did not respond to her rival and she ignored her.

God responded to Hannah by opening her womb and gave her a son.

Her pain became her gain.

David in Psalm 4:1

“Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have relieved me in my distress; have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.”

CONCLUSION

No one welcomes suffering – We see this in Jesus at the Garden of Gethsemane 

· Jesus said, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful even to death...”  Matthew 26:38  

“Reproach has broken my heart and I am full of heaviness.”   Psalm 69:20

· Jesus  prayed, “ O My Father, if it is possible,  let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”  Matthew 26:39

· Jesus surrendered to His Father’s will and declared, “It is finished.”  John 19:30

As we accept sufferings and adversities, we shall also receive His grace to be overcomers.

What is meant to destroy us, may be the very thing God uses to bless us.
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