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Revelation 4:1-3

“After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.”
John 10:7-10 
“So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

INTRODUCTION

· This chapter begins with a “second vision”.  It is a new vision.

· The first vision
· Reveals the risen Christ  (Revelation 1:10-18)
· The Lord’s personal messages to the seven individual churches (Revelation chapter 2 & 3)

· The second vision
       Reveals “the things must be” (i.e. in the future) (Revelation 2:1)
· Described in 19 chapters.
· It is important to note progression or steps vital for success and victory and to keep us in peace and be secured
· The future events not only include a new heaven, a new earth and a new capital city – the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-7) but, also horrifying, dreadful and devastating  wickedness, violence, immorality and the final destruction of Satan and his demons  (Revelation 20:10 & 14)
· Jesus said, He will come for His Church when these things happen. 
· This is the Rapture.
· The Rapture will take place before the worst happens.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words”
· How should we live so we will not miss the Rapture?
· Luke says, “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.” (Luke 21:28)
· The Psalmist said, “I will lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence comes my help?”  (Psalm 121:1)

John’s revelation helps us to be successful, victorious and to live in peace and be secured.

JOHN SAID, “I LOOKED” UP [BECAUSE HEAVEN IS UP] “AND BEHOLD A DOOR WAS OPENED” (REVELATION 4:1)

· God’s door is an open door for all who will believe.
· No one can shut this door - only God Himself.
Revelation 3:8 & 10

“I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

Our problems:

· We look around for other doors, not God’s  door
· We look and complain there are no open doors because we reject looking upwards.

John said, I looked and behold a door was opened in heaven.

JOHN LOOKED AND ON LOOKING, HE HEARD 

· He heard the first voice like a trumpet saying, “come up here and I will show you things which must take place”.
· We cannot hear if we look at the wrong door and go to the wrong door.

· We will see the wrong things and hear the wrong message.

· The message is “come up here”.
· We must go up and not stay down.

· You can see better up and not down.
· When you are where Jesus is, all that happens to you and around you will not destroy your faith.

· God’s door today is Jesus.

· God’s voice today is the Bible, its teaching and preaching.

JOHN IN “LOOKING” SAW.  WHAT DID HE SEE?
· He saw a throne set in heaven, and One who  sat on the throne  (Revelation 4:2 & 3)

· This is a vital vision for every believer.   We must see Jesus sitting on the throne.
· This humbles you. 

Isaiah said, “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.”  (Isaiah 6:5)

· This strengthens you. 
Isaiah said, “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.” (Isaiah 6:8 & 9)
· This changes you.
Saul of Tarsus became Paul the Apostle.  Jesus spoke to Ananias about Paul’s conversion.

“But the Lord said to him,  “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear .My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:15 & 16)

FINALLY, JOHN WAS IN THE SPIRIT

· Every believer is to live by walking after the Spirit, which is, by faith (Romans 8:5-16)
· To be in the Spirit is to be less conscious of the flesh and the world.

· To be in the Spirit is to set your mind on things that are above (Colossians 3:1-7)
CONCLUSION
Here are the steps of success, victory ,peace and security

· Look up and see Jesus
· Hear His Voice
· See Jesus on the Throne
· Live in the Spirit.

You will succeed victoriously and God’s peace will keep your secure.

