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There are 3 types of tools:

i. Tools on the junk pile:
outdated, broken, dull, rusty

ii. Tools on the anvil:
melted down, moldable, changeable

iii. Tools of usefulness: 
sharpened, primed, defined, mobile

These 3 types of tools represent 3 groups of people.  Paul says that we can become “an instrument for noble purposes”.

I. Tools On The Junkpile

· Broken lives

· Wasting talents

· Dashed dreams

· Plagued by complacence

· Deep, lonely, frustrated weariness

· Jesus offers an answer and a promise “Come to Me, all you who are weary …. and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28)

· But you cannot put new life into an old lifestyle.  There is a need for repentance.  True repentance means purging your heart of anything that can’t coexist with Christ.

II. Tools on the Anvil

· A blacksmith knows the instrument he wants.  A good blacksmith keeps his tools in shape.  So does God.  What was dull becomes sharpened, what was crooked becomes straight, what was weak becomes strong, and what was useless becomes valuable.  1 Peter 1:6-7.

· Anvil time is not to be avoided; it is to be experienced: It reminds us of who we are and who God is.

III. Tools of Usefulness
· These tools lie ready in the craftman’s toolchest, available to their master, ready to fulfill their calling.
· We are God’s people, and we can become God’s chosen instrument to do His business; to be an extension of His nature and a proclaimer of His message.
Conclusion

Usefulness in Christ is not just something we do, it’s something we are-a child of God, a forgiven sinner, an heir of eternity.

