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TEXT:  2 CORINTHIANS 12:9

"And He said to me,  "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."

SCRIPTURES:  MATTHEW 26:36-46

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, "Sit here while I go and pray over there." 

37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 

38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me."  

39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will."

40 Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 

41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 

43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.

44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 

45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.

46 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand."

INTRODUCTION

There are 3 crucial events in the life of Christ that prepared Him for the Resurrection - His destiny. 

· The Wilderness  

· A place of temptation - where you make a choice between life or death

· The Garden

· A tight place - where you align your will to the will of God, to trust and obey

· The Cross

· A place where the “flesh” is crucified, living a transformed life

There are “Garden events” in our lives - the tight places we must go through.

Gethsemane means “a place of pressure”- a tight place

A tight place separates you from others - you are alone. 

It keeps you going back to situations that don't work because you are desperate- just like the sleeping disciples.

· A tight place is:

· A challenge to get out

· When you don't think you can make it

· When you don't have the power to go on.

· Insecurity is a tight place

· Changes your personality

· Makes you over-react to situations

· It torments you

· Makes you angry

· Keeps you up late in the night from sleep till morning

· Keeps your mind from the place of peace and rest

· Makes a good person act strangely and does havoc in bad people


If you wonder if you will make it through life, you are in a tight place.

· Have you ever been in a tight place and kept it to yourself?

· You smile at the appropriate time and do things like everything is normal so those around you don't have a clue you are in a tight place.

· You go through all the motions, religiously or normally and living in a tight place.

THE SCRIPTURES TODAY SPEAK OF JESUS IN A TIGHT PLACE

· Jesus was no ordinary person:

· He was God's only Beloved Son

· He is the beginning and the end


· He created all things..

· Yet He had to face the experience of a tight place though He had the knowledge of the Father's Love and Promise.  The promise precedes the provision.

· The way it works:  PROMISE - PROBLEM – PROVISION

· You may have the vision, the prophecy, the knowledge and know what the end will be but the process is the problem that will make you wonder.

WHY THE GARDEN OF TIGHT PLACES?

· It is a place to align your will with His.

· Sometimes what God wants for you is not what you want 

· God does not consult or get your opinion for His choices for you because you do not know what to ask.

(Romans 8:26-27)

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

James says, "Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 

· You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.  (James 4:3)

· The process by which you deal with the problem and enter into the provision.

· God shows us the beginning and the end but not the middle. 

Examples: Joseph and his dream, Moses and the Promised Land

· We know how it will end but the middle is our problem 

· You don't have a happy ending without the hateful middle.

· We are all going to have a happy ending, but some are going through a hateful middle.

· The middle is what we face up to.  

· What do you do?   - Wait

(Isaiah 40:3) Isaiah said, 

"But those who wait on the LORD, Shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint."  (Isaiah 40:31

JESUS COMES TO THE GARDEN

A garden is not supposed to be an ugly place and yet it can be. You may look good, have a beautiful house, car, dress, job, family but you find an ugly situation  - a problem.

· The Garden of Gethsemane is a place where the pressure mounts.

· Different from the wilderness - you have an enemy you can see and can't rebuke him.

· The cross you have a physical problem you can see.

· In the Garden there is only pressure.

· In life situations, things can collapse just by pressure- no bombs, terrorists or fights.

· Pressure has a way of separating you from others

.

· Then Jesus comes to His disciples - Why?

· We know them better - through the fellowship of suffering.

(Philippians 3:10)

"that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,"




(Romans 12:15)

"Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep."

· What keeps you going back even when it is of no help? 

· Desperation will make you do that.

· Have you identify things that don't work?

· God can't work until you give up on your own expectations - things that don't work.

· You need to go through the problem to find the God of your tight places.

PAUL TELLS US WHAT WE NEED IN THE GARDEN- GOD’S GRACE

· He says,  (2 Corinthians 12:9)

"And He said to me,  "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."

· Like Jesus - Paul prayed to the Father 3 times before God answered him

· Not all will get healed

· Not all will be millionaires

· Not all will be free from pain, tragedy etc..

· But to all …

· My Grace is sufficient for you!

· You don't need what you think you need.

· You won't have what you think you should have.

· Because, my grace is sufficient.

· The Happy ending is walking with God when things or situations do not bother you anymore.

· We need to stop going the way of Christians who think that:-

· No Christian should suffer pain.

· No Christian should get sick, but live like some rich kid

· God has grace for every Gethsemane you are in

· Thank God for your tight place!

· He is the God of my “not enough”.

CONCLUSION: 

· What happened also in the Garden? Resurrection happens in the Garden

(John 20:15-17)

15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away."  16 Jesus said to her,  "Mary!"  She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher).   17 Jesus said to her,  "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.' "

· If you keep talking to the God of your tight places, you can be like what Jesus said to His disciples, "Rise let us be going" (Matthew 26:46)

