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Introduction:

Man is concerned with status  (2 Corinthians 4:1)

Man is concerned with security (2 Corinthians 4:7)

Man is concerned with elf-esteem (2 Corinthians 4:16)

In his quest to ensure that his status, security and self-esteem, he often resorts to “makeovers” of the natural sort. Bible tells us that these are really “worldly” perspectives  (2 Corinthians 5:16). The

1. The Possibility of Change

a. The nature of God – He is a God of Compassion (2 Corinthians 4:1)

Compassion means loving deeply, being merciful and involves being touched by the frustration of a person in need and caring enough to become involved. It is helping someone in need so that his life is set on a fresh new course – a course filled with hope, joy and faith in God.

i. God is said to be “compassionate” (Judges 2:18, Exodus 3:7-8)

ii. Jesus had compassion on the lost (Matthew 14:14, Mark 1:41, Luke 15:20)

iii. The Holy Spirit ministers grace, life and wisdom (Hebrews 10:29, Romans 8:2, 2 Corinthians 3:6)

b. The plan of God – (2 Corinthians 4:2,17)

i. He wants to reconcile us to Himself (2 Corinthians 5:18,19)

ii. He wants to transform us into the image of His son (2 Corinthians 3:18)

iii. He wants to prepare us for eternity with Him (2 Corinthians 4:17,18, 5:1)

2. The Provision for Change

a. The Word of God provides us with a basis to believe and trust (2 Corinthians 4:13 c.f. Psalm 116:10)

b. The Work of the Son on the cross conquered “death” (2 Corinthians 4: 7-10)

c. The Power of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:17,18, 5:5)

3. The Appropriating of Change

a. Desire Change – long for something of greater meaning, value and purpose (2 Corinthians 5:1)

b. Pray for change – seek God’s intervention (2 Corinthians 5:2)

c. Let go of that which needs to change. The ways of the world are incompatible with the ways of God (2 Corinthians 5:1-4 c.f. Matthew 9:12-16)
