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Introduction
God’s blessings are essential to life. God’s blessings are divine gifts

· The human race is sustained by blessing and cursing (Deuteronomy 11:26).

· It causes our work to succeed (Deuteronomy 28:12, Philippians 2:13).

· It causes us to be strong and victorious (Ephesians 3:16).

· The first thing God did when He created man was to bless man (Genesis 1:28)

· When Israel came out of Egypt, God told Moses and Aaron to bless the children of Israel    (Numbers 6:22-27).

· The last thing God did through Jesus Christ before He left the earth and went to be with His    Father was to bless His disciples (Luke 24:50-53).

God said, “I will bless them.” Numbers 6: 27  
The pronouncement in Numbers 6:24-26  

· It is known as the Aaronic blessing or the priestly blessing.

· It is a familiar benediction.

· The three verses begin “The Lord” emphasising that it is God who blesses.

The method God used to bless

Moses and Aaron were to speak the blessing of God upon the children of Israel.

· We are called to bless (Revelation 1:5&6)

· We are called to speak God’s blessings.

· When we speak what God says we do not speak empty words.

· They are words that will create, give hope and bring peace.

· “Words are seeds”  (Luke 8:11, Psalm 119:50)

God’s blessing is not based on legalism

It is not what you do or don’t do.

· Church Membership won’t hurt you but dependence on it for God’s blessing is incorrect.

· Good works won’t hurt you but won’t save you.

· Self-righteous or religion won’t save you.

Sin will shut the window of God’s blessings 

(Isaiah 59:2, Proverbs 28:13)

The name of Jesus will open the windows of heaven  

· Only what you do “in Christ” will bless you (John 15:5).

What Are The Blessings? Numbers 6:24-26
“Bless you” (v. 24) Speaks of the total well being of the believer (Deuteronomy 28:3-6).

· In the city or country

· In your health, offspring

· In your job that gives you earning power 

· In your daily needs – “bread”

· In your coming ins and your going outs  - protection 

The opposite:  - Deuteronomy 28:16-19

“Keep you” (V.24) Speaks of God’s power to protect and preserve the believer.

· Preserves us in the world from worldliness (Psalm 121:7).

· We are kept by faith (1 Peter 1:5 c.f. John 7:11, Psalm 17:8).

“Make His face shine upon you” (V.25) Speaks of God’s favour, goodwill and grace is towards the believer.

· We become His radiance - His light to the world.

· Your light is a reflection of His light. (Psalm 4:6, Psalm 80:3, Psalm 119:35)

“Be gracious to you” (V.25) Speaks of God’s love and saving power is towards the believer.

· God’s relationship to you is by grace. (Ephesians 2:8).

“Lift up His countenance upon you” (V.26) Speaks of God’s forgiveness and mercy and favour (Psalms 44:3)

“Give you peace” (V.26) Speaks of the absence of war and conflicts in every realm (Psalm 4:8)

· Body, soul and spirit.

· In your home

· In all your relationships

· In the land and place where you live.

Conclusion - the Purpose for God’s Blessings
“So they shall put My Name on the people of Israel”. V. 27)

       The world will hear the gospel and be saved.

       (Psalm 69:1-3, Mark 16:15)

