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REVIEW

First Step: EXPOSURE

Wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ (Ephesians 1:18)

Second Step:   THE POWER OF SOUND DECISION

· Having the wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ - decisions must be made.
· The decision of destiny has an expiry date.
· God is concerned with your decision of destiny.
· Examples of decision of destiny:

David’s conflict with the Amalekites   (1 Samuel Chapter 30)




The situation (V. 4 & 6)




“Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no 



more power to weep. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, 



because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters.  But 



David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. 




David sought wisdom & revelation from the Lord (V.8)




“So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And 



He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”




David’s decision to obey  (V.17-19)




Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them 



escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. So David recovered all 



that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. And nothing of theirs 



was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had 




taken from them; David recovered all.

.


King Jehosphat  (2 Chronicles 20)




The problem  (V.1-3)




“It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with 



them besides the Ammonites, came to battle 
against Jehoshaphat.  Then some came and 




told Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from 




Syria; and they are in Hazazon Tamar” (which is En Gedi).  And Jehoshaphat feared, and set 




himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.




God’s wisdom & revelation (V.14-17)




Jahaziel – the Prophet



“ Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of  Benaiah, the son 

of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. And he 
said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King  Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you:  ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but 
God’s. Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 17 You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the Lord is with you.”




The decision and obedience (V. 20 & 21) 




“So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went 



out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe 



in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall 




prosper.” 21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to 



the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and 



were saying:” Praise the Lord, For His mercy  endures forever.”

· Other decisions
· God has given you the 5 senses and the ability to be educated.

· Thank God for them and use them.
STEP THREE: “TRANSFORMATION” THE RENEWED MIND -
· Making the right decision calls for a willingness to change or transform.
· Transformation requires preparation.
· Preparation is a process.
· Your mind will fight what your heart decides.

Transformation is about your mind

· This is true physically – transformation from addiction, depression, weight lost and etc.
· The battle is with your mind.

(Romans 12:1-2)
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

(Ephesians 4:17-24)
“This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

· The way we think, will reflect the way we walk.
· As we think, so are we!

· We are not to think like fallen man.
· We are to think as Christ – the new creation.  

· How is this achieved?

· According to the exposure Christ gives us (V.18)

(Acts 28:27)

“For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing,And their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them.”

· The believer is to put off the life of the sinful (V.22)

· The believer is to be renewed in the spirit of his mind (V.24)

· The believer is to put on the new man ((v.24)



This is the process.

TRANSFORMATION HAS TO DO WITH YOUR MIND
· The mind we were born with is worldly. It is

· Selfish – world centered
· Self-centred – flesh centered for this life.
· When we believe in Christ, we are a new creation.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

· What does that mean?
· He is given a new nature that is capable of being holy and righteous. 

· He is able to:
· Have fellowship with God
· Obey the Will of God
· Serve God

· He is not perfect but he is on his way. It takes time.
· While he is a Christian and may be in ministry, he is still not perfect.  

· It is a process. 

· God can be using him in a powerful way but he is still in the process of becoming like Jesus.

· He is capable of making mistakes.

WHAT MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO BECOME A NEW CREATION?
· God quickens our spirit to become alive to God

· We are born again and  have been made a new creation

· God gives us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide

· God’s grace is sufficient to bless us
· God’s mercy is available to forgive us our mistakes.

Do not put new wine in old wineskins.

· The process to achieving a transformed mind:

· Love God with all your  mind
(Matthew 22:37)

“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

· Keep your mind on spiritual things

(Romans 8:5-6)
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who l

live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 

Spiritually minded is life and peace.”

· Cast down imaginations and thoughts that exalt themselves against God

(2 Corinthians 10:5)
“Casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,”

What are they?
· To let your mind think on corruptions
(2 Corinthians 11:3)

“But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”

· To walk in the vanity of this world

(Ephesians 4:17)

“This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,”
· Paul’s advice
Philippians 4:8

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”
