SPEAKER
:
SENIOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR PETRINA GUNERATNAM
TITLE
:
GOOD-IDEA VERSUS GOD-IDEA

TEXT

:
ISAIAH 55: 8, 9

Isaiah 55: 8, 9

“’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’”

INTRODUCTION

Good-idea and bad-idea can easily be identified. Good-idea and God-idea is where serious Christians wrestle with because the line of demarcation can be very fine. Committed Christians will not settle with just good-idea.

The difference between good-idea and God-idea.

Good-idea originates from our own sensible thinking, the natural mind, God-idea originates from God’s thinking.

There are many cross-roads in life journey. We must make the choice. Follow Good-idea or God-idea.

TWO EXAMPLES FROM THE BIBLE

· Two sisters-in-law – Ruth 1: 8-14

· Two brothers – Gen 4: 3, 4

I. Example of Orpah and Ruth

Ruth 1: 8-14

“Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me. May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.’ Then she kissed them and they wept aloud and said to her, ‘We will go back with you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me – even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons – would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has gone out against me!’ At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye, but Ruth clung to her.’”

Orpah chose the sensible good-idea suggested by mother-in-law Naomi.

Ruth chose the God-idea… choosing to follow the true and living God.

Ruth 1: 16

“But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.’”

God-idea may seem ridiculous to the human-mind but always end up for the better.

We always prosper when we choose God.

Jeremiah 29: 11

“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

II. Example of Cain and Abel

Gen 4: 3-4

“In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favour on Abel and his offering but on Cain and his offering He did not look with favour.”

To Cain it was a good-idea to offer the fruit of the land, the labour of his hands to God. It was his idea.

God’s idea of offering of sacrifice was the first-born of the flock.

Numbers 18: 17

“But you must not redeem the firstborn of an ox, a sheep or a goat, they are holy. Sprinkle their blood on the altar and burn their fat as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the Lord.”

Abel offered the offering of the firstborn of his flock in obedience to God’s command.

The Lord respected Abel’s offering but He did not respect Cain and his offering.

CONCLUSION

Proverbs 16: 25

“There is a way that seems right to a man. But it’s end is the way of death.”

Proverbs 21: 2

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes. But the Lord weighs the heart.”

Jeremiah 29: 11

“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

Isaiah 55: 8-9

“’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’”

