Assistant Pastor David Seah
The Home of Our Heart
John 14:23

Introduction

John 14: 23 (NIV)
Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our home with him.”

God desires to dwell in our heart.
How is the condition of our heart?
Is the home of our heart in order?

An Introspect into The Home of Our Heart

I. Living Hall — To Accommodate Guests
What kind of guests have we been inviting?

Philippians 4:8 (MSG)

Summing it all up, friends, 1'd say you'll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble,
reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to
praise, not things to curse.

Romans 1:28-32 (MSG)

Since they didn't bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering them and let them run loose. And then
all hell broke loose: rampant evil, grabbing and grasping, vicious backstabbing. They made life hell on earth
with their envy, wanton killing, bickering, and cheating. Look at them: mean-spirited, venomous, fork-
tongued God-bashers. Bullies, swaggerers, insufferable windbags! They keep inventing new ways of
wrecking lives. They ditch their parents when they get in the way. Stupid, slimy, cruel, cold-blooded. And
it's not as if they don't know better. They know perfectly well they're spitting in God's face. And they don't
care—worse, they hand out prizes to those who do the worst things best!

Let us invite the right guests.

Il. Study — To gain knowledge
How diligent are we in knowing Him?

Joshua 1:8 (MSG)

And don't for a minute let this Book of The Revelation be out of mind. Ponder and meditate on it day and
night, making sure you practice everything written in it. Then you'll get where you're going; then you'll
succeed.

Colossians 3:16 (MSG)
Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives.
Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God!

Hebrews 4:12 (MSG)
God means what he says. What he says goes. His powerful Word is sharp as a surgeon's scalpel, cutting
through everything, whether doubt or defense, laying us open to listen and obey.



Let new thoughts be formed.

I1l. Bedroom — To establish character
Does God have access?

Matthew 6:21 (MSG)
The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end up being.

2 Peter 1:5a (MSG)

So don't lose a minute in building on what you've been given, complementing your basic faith with good
character, spiritual understanding, alert discipline, passionate patience, reverent wonder, warm
friendliness, and generous love, each dimension fitting into and developing the others.

Let God in.

IV. Closet — To store items, used & unused

Philippians 3:12-14 (MSG)

I'm not saying that | have this all together, that | have it made. But | am well on my way, reaching out for
Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don't get me wrong: By no means do | count
myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to
Jesus. I'm off and running, and I'm not turning back.

1 Peter 4:10-11 (MSG)

Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it
be God's words; if help, let it be God's hearty help. That way, God's bright presence will be evident in
everything through Jesus, and he'll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the end
of time. Oh, yes!

Let go. Start serving.

Conclusion

1 John 4:17-18 (MSG)

God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in us. This
way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we're free of worry on
Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ's. There is no room in love for fear. Well-
formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not
yet fully formed in love.

John’s theme in 1 John is consistent with John 14:
When we love God, we will obey Him. And God will dwell in us.

I John 2:6 (MSG)
If someone claims, "I know him well!" but doesn't keep his commandments, he's obviously a liar. His life
doesn't match his words. But the one who keeps God's word is the person in whom we see God's mature
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love. This is the only way to be sure we're in God. Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live
the same kind of life Jesus lived.

1John 2:9-11 (MSG)

Anyone who claims to live in God's light and hates a brother or sister is still in the dark. It's the person who
loves brother and sister who dwells in God's light and doesn't block the light from others. But whoever
hates is still in the dark, stumbles around in the dark, doesn't know which end is up, blinded by the
darkness.

Our obedience to love others brings light into our home.

Our heart will never remain the same - it will be full of light and of love!
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