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1 SAMUEL 30:1-9; 17-19





Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them? 9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind.”


“17 Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all.”








THREE VITAL & FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS TO DEAL WITH FROM DAVID’S EXPERIENCE AT ZIKLAG                 





DAVID – A PORTRAIT OF TRAGEDY                                                       


He was on his knees, sobbing like a child.


He was rejected, hated, without friends.  


He was a King but without an army


His house was a pile of ashes.


His family was taken captives.





Ziklag was like: 


The pit and the prison experienced by Joseph.


The boils that covered Job, causing him to sit on a pile of ashes.  His ten children just died, his wealth being taken away in a day and his wife said to him, “curse God and die”.


Gethsemane where Jesus prayed –‘not my will but thine be done’ – praying till His perspiration was like drops of blood.





You can have a “Ziklag” and how will you respond?  





Learn from David 


David strengthened or encouraged himself in the Lord (V.6)


David enquired or prayed to the Lord (V. 7& 8)


David acted or obeyed when God instructed  (V.9)























DAVID STRENGTHENED OR ENCOURAGED HIMSELF  (V.6)





By trusting in the Lord.  


Keep doing good, abide in Christ and feed on His faithfulness


	


	Psalm 37:3 & 4


3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.”





	Psalm 23:4-6


4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD. Forever.”





Psalm 27:1,3,5,6


1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  3 Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against me, In this I will be confident. And to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.’





By examining himself





Psalm 139:23-24


23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties;  24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  





By reviewing the obvious


Recall your past experiences of God’s faithfulness.         








DAVID ENQUIRED FROM THE LORD (V. 8)





Prayer is not the last but the first act.


Act in prayer and not just act.


As Pentecostals or Charismatics, we often act first.





Why pray?





We pray because God answers prayers. 





There are 2 Greek words regarding God’s Word:





Logos 	-  the written word.


				-  the inspired word through His prophets for all of us to learn  about God





			Rhema 	– the revelation word for the specifics


-  obedience is required of us from God


-  Rhema comes by reading, studying and meditating on Logos


-  Through preaching, prophecy and teaching.








When God gives you Rhema – you have the faith to act.


Rhema will turn your worst day into your best.





You will recover all  (1 Samuel 30:19)


The Red Sea will part


Goliath will fall


You will walk on water


Sicknesses will leave


Demons will flee 


Mountains will move





Don’t give in to your imagination.  





Your natural mind will think the worst.


		Someone said, “most of the fears you have never happen”.





	e.g. The spies Joshua sent to the Promised Land came back and said, “we were like 


grasshoppers”.





		That’s not true!  


			Grasshoppers – even the biggest are less than 6 inches.


			The shortest man is taller than a foot.


			David may have been knocked down but not defeated.





Paul says:





2 Corinthians 4:7-9


7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.


	


		Faith is the opposite of fear.


		Faith will enlarge you. Fear will destroy you.


		Faith will bless you.  Fear will paralyze you.


		Faith will make you possess what God said. Fear will rob you of God’s blessings.	





DAVID ACTED OR OBEYED WHAT GOD INSTRUCTED  (V.9)





Go in the Name of Jesus.





Everything that opposes has a name


Sicknesses have a name.


Bad circumstances have a name.


Oppositions have a name.





		The Name of Jesus is above all names (Philippians 2:9-11)





9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 














No other Name but   Jesus (Acts 4:12)





Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  


	


		Do all in the Name of Jesus (Colossians 3:17)





“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 





	


CONCLUSION





DAVID’S VICTORY WAS PERFECT





I Samuel 30:18-19


18 “So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all.”





There are some here who need to recover all.  Has Satan stolen something from you?


You may have got some back but that’s not good enough.  All can be taken back.  Satan cannot keep unless you let him.


Take it, back by the Rhema of God.





Jesus recovered all on the Cross for you.


We lost it in the Garden.


Jesus is our Redeemer, Healer and Restorer.





Jesus said, “we are more than a conqueror


We not only take back what we lost but we take what the enemy withholds.


We not only receive salvation, which is the forgiveness of sin, heaven, eternal life and the power to live victoriously.


