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SCRIPTURES:  1 SAMUEL 30:1-9

Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them? 9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind.”

INTRODUCTION

· Ziglag was a city in the South of Israel.  

· Houses were burned, their wives and children taken captives, their possession were stolen 

· It was defeated by the Amalekites who were immoral and were idol worshippers.

· If you don’t have a family, you don’t have satisfaction and fulfillment in life  (v.4)

· How it affected David and his mighty men (600 of them)

· David’s men were the “best of the best” men in war.  

· One of them slew 800 men by himself.

· David and his men fell off their horses and cried like children.  

· They wept till they could weep no more.

· Their grief and pain turn to anger against their leader David and they wanted to stone him.

· It was a major military mistake not to have had men guard the camp or city.

· David – a portrait of tragedy, the worst day of his life.  

· He was on his knees, sobbing like a child.

· He was rejected, hated, without friends.  

· He was a King without an army.

· His house was a pile of ashes.

· His family had been taken as captives.

· Ziklag was like:

· The pit and the prison experienced by Joseph.

· The boils that covered Job, causing him to sit on a pile of ashes.  His ten children had just died, his wealth taken away in a day and his wife had said to him, “curse God and die”.

· Gethsemane where Jesus prayed –‘not my will but Thine be done’ – praying till His perspiration was like drops of blood.

· How can we respond to our own “Ziklag” experience? Remember-

· The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is our God too.

· The God who was with Joseph, Daniel, the 3 Hebrew children and Jesus will not leave you nor forsake you.  

· This same God will be our Helper in time of need.

· If God be for us, who can be against us.

LEARN FROM DAVID – 3 VITAL TRUTHS

· David strengthened and delighted himself in the Lord

· David enquired of the Lord

· David obeyed the Lord

· “But David strengthened himself in the Lord, his God”.  (V.6) - “Strengthen” or “delight”


Psalm 37:3 & 4

3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.”


Psalm 23:4-6

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD. Forever.”


Psalm 27:1,3,5,6

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  3 Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against me, In this I will be confident. And to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.’

David obeyed the Lord

· By examining himself. 

The Bible says, “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  (1 Corinthians 11:28)

· If he himself is not helped – he cannot be a help to anyone.

· We need to examine ourselves.

· David was knocked down but did not stay down.

· David reviewed the obvious

· Did not God choose me and Prophet Samuel anointed me to be King?

· Did not God kill the giant with my 5 stones and a sling?

· Ziklag is the worst day of my life but God will not forsake me.

· When you go through your worst day, review the obvious.

· Are you not saved, forgiven and filled with the Holy Spirit?

· Don’t you have God’s promises?

· Encourage yourself.

· “So David enquired from the Lord” (V. 8)

· Prayer is not the last but the first act.

· Act in prayer and not just act.

· How many would have asked?

· David said bring me the ephod – it was a garment of the priest.

· He took off the warrior uniform and sword.

· He took the garment of a priest.

· “They that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength”  (Isaiah 40:31)

· David got a word from the Lord.  

· There are 2 forms of God’s Word:

· Rhema - a personal word from the Lord, the revelation word that requires action through faith

· Logos - the written word.




Hebrews 4:12

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

· Rhema – revelation word that requires obedience

· e.g. Jesus and Peter – walking on water.

· The Rhema word, when obeyed reverses the natural laws so you can do the impossible.

· When we receive the Rhema of God – we can do the impossible.

· David had a word from the Lord.



I Samuel 30:8

“So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”

· When God gives the word and you act in faith,

· Sicknesses leave, demons flee, mountains move.

· Joy unspeakable fills your soul.

· You turn your worst day into your best by walking on water, sleep on the lions, stand in the fire and kill the giant.

· Don’t give in to secular and natural reasoning.

· David and his men had their wives and children taken.

He must have thought that cruelty of rape and torture would be taking place.

· Ask yourself :  Are your problems as bad as you think?

Someone said, “most of your fears you have never happen”.

· The spies Joshua sent to the Promised Land came back and said, “we were like grasshoppers”.

· That was untrue. Grasshoppers are about an inch tall, the shortest man is about 4 ft. 

· Fear causes us to think negatively. It makes you a loser before even you start.

· As a result, they died in the wilderness.

· Fear will remove you from what God has given to you.

· We must not and cannot live in fear.

· We must be of faith to possess the land.

· If you look, and live after this word, you die. But if you live for God and in faith your experience God’s promises.

· “So David went”  (V.9)

· Obey  – faith without works is dead (V.9)
· Go in the Name of Jesus.

· 
 t happen too them?  Theyyou worshippers.___________________________________________________________________________________Everything that opposes you has a name.

· Oppression is a name. 

· All sicknesses have a name.  

· Bad circumstances have a name.  

· But the Name of Jesus is above all names.

FINALLY DAVID’S VICTORY WAS PERFECT

I Samuel 30:18-19

18 “So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all.”

· Some need to recover all that Satan has stolen from them.

· All can be aken back. Satan cannot keep unless you let him.

· Take it, back by the Rhema of God - your children, money, peace, marriage, health.

· Jesus recovered all on the Cross for you.

· We lost it in the Garden.

· Jesus is our Redeemer, Healer and Restorer.

· Jesus said, “we are more than a conqueror”.

· We not only take back what we lost but we take what the enemy withholds.

· We not only receive salvation, which is the forgiveness of sin, heaven, eternal life and but also the power to live victoriously.

