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(1 Peter 4:1-6)

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles-when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

INTRODUCTION

· The life of a good steward will bring persecution from the unbelieving world.

· The good steward’s life convicts and demands that they live also for God.

· How a steward handles criticism, abuse and persecution:

Peter in writing about being a good steward of God's grace (1 Peter 4:10) gives us 4 steps (1 Peter 4:1-6)

· Deny self  (V.1)

· Do God's will (V. 2)

· Die to the past  (V.3-5)

· Depend on the Spirit (V.6)

· Jesus was persecuted even though He did the will of God


(John 15:18-25)

18  "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause.'

Peter says, "since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind"  (1 Peter 4:1)

Deny self - “ceased from sin” (v.1)

· We in warfare against the desires of the flesh. They are to be denied.

· Let the Holy Spirit renew your mind from being carnal to being spiritual (Romans 8:5-17)

Do God’s Will (v.2)

· We are to do God's will and not the lusts of men, which is lusting after the flesh.

(1 John 2:15 & 16)

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the Father but is of the world.

· Men lust after the pleasures and possessions of the world

· These can become your dream, purpose and reason to live for.

· The mind of Christ is 'doing the will of God'.

(Matthew 12:50)


"For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother."

(Romans 14:8)

"For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's."

David said,  

(Psalm 40:8)

"I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart." 

(Psalm 143:10)

"Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God; Your Spirit is good. Lead me in the land of uprightness."  

Die to the past life  (v..3-5)

· There are two parts to life:

· The old life of sin - the past, not the will of God.

· The new life of Christ - the present, a righteous life - the will of God.

· 6 things are mentioned about the old life

· Lasciviousness: Filthiness, indecency, shamelessness, license, without restraint.

· Open and shameless indecent behaviour

· Unrestrained evil thoughts and evil behavior

· Giving in to brutish and lustful desires, a readiness for any pleasure.  

· A man who knows no restraint, a man who has sinned so much that he no longer cares what people say or think.

· It is far more distasteful than just doing wrong.

· Lust:  a strong desire or craving and passion  A pull of sin that is very strong.  To want more and more things but never satisfied even after the things are secured.

(Romans 13:14)

"But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts."



(1 Peter 2:11)

"that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God."

· Excess of wine or drunkenness: Includes taking drink or drugs to affect one's senses for lust or pleasure; becoming tipsy or intoxicated; partaking of drugs; seeking to loosen moral restraint for bodily pleasures.


(Luke 21:34)

"But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly."


(Romans 13:13)

"Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy." 

· Revellings: Carousing; uncontrolled license, indulgence and pleasure; taking part in wild parties or in drinking parties or in orgies, lying around indulging in feeding the lusts of the flesh.



(Galatians 5:21)

"envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God."

· Banquetings : drinking parties; partying and getting drunk.  

· Abominable idolatries:  the worship of idols, whether mental or made by man's hands; the worship of some idea of what God is like - an image of God within a person's mind; the giving of one's primary devotion (time and energy) to something other than God.


(1 Corinthians 10:14)



"Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry."



(Ephesians 5:5)

"For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.



(Colossians 3:5-6)

5 Therefore put to death your members, which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience

· What is the strange look?

· When a believer who participated in the pleasures and ways of the world before his conversion begins to separate himself from his old life, his former associates begins to look at him as a strange creature, and they often begin to speak evil of him.  

· They ridicule, mock, and withdraw from him because he no longer shares with them in the drinking parties, or in the crooked and covetous ways of the world.


(Jeremiah 17:10)

"I, the LORD, search the heart, I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind,  Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings."

Depend on the Spirit  (V.6)

This means our strength and our confidence is from the Holy Spirit and by His Grace.

