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In Crisis, Turn to Christ

INTRODUCTION

· The Bible says, 
“Man is born to trouble” (Job 5:7). 

“Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1).
· Where do you go, when you face trouble?

Three situations when individuals turned to Jesus and found help:
THE WOMAN WHO HAD TROUBLE WITH HER HEALTH (Luke 8:43-48)
· She had suffered for 12 years
· There was no medical help though she sought help from doctors
· She was financially broke
In her desperation she turned to Jesus.
Matthew tells us more about the woman (Matthew 9:20-22)

· She wanted to touch Jesus.
·  “To touch” means:
· You must want, desire or make a choice to do something
· You must act on what you want or who you choose
· She chose Jesus

· Jesus will not fail, when you choose Him.
· Jesus will not reject you if you come to Him.

  
David in Psalms has a lot to say about God’s help in times of trouble


“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)

“For in the time of trouble, He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle, He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.” (Psalm 27:5)
THE WOMAN WHO HAD TROUBLE BEING AN OUTCAST (Mark 7:24-30)

· She was an outcast because she was not whom Jesus was sent to.  She was a heathen, an idol worshipper.  There is hope for them too.
· She was an outcast by birth.
· She was rejected because she did not have the status.  Do not let the thoughts that you are undeserving or unworthy stop you from coming to Jesus.
· She was humiliated by being compared to a dog.  Don’t let pride stop you.  
· She accepted her role, her state and portion, and refused to leave Jesus.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
Jesus is full of mercy and grace.
ARE YOU IN TROUBLE BECAUSE OF INJUSTICES, CORRUPTION AND DECEIT?

· Consider Jacob whose name means “deceiver”

· He deceived his father to get a “birthright” blessing. Later, he was deceived by his father-in-law, Laban. You reap what you sow

· God spoke to Jacob in a vision and he responded with a sacrifice. God always makes the first move or we will never be able to come to Him.
· Jacob was now in trouble as he was not getting his share of profit from his father-in-law.  (Genesis 31:4-16). 
In his suffering from injustices, corruption and deceit, Jacob turned to God!
The Bible says, “I am the Lord your God who teaches you to profit” (Isaiah 48:17)
· God showed Jacob how to handle his flock so it will produce more than what belonged to his father-in-law. Jacob had more speckled, spotted and striped cattle.

ARE YOU A BACKSLIDER – IS THIS YOUR PROBLEM?  

· Peter, the Apostle once backslided and walked away from Jesus.
· Peter denied Christ at His trial (Luke 22:57)

· Peter felt the guilt and shame.  Satan uses this experience to keep us away from Jesus(Luke 22:62)

· Peter went back to fishing (John 21:3)

· But, when Jesus confronted Peter, Peter turned to Jesus (John 21:15)
“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.

CONCLUSION: TURN TO JESUS!

When in trouble, need or defeat, Jesus says, 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28)
“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.” (John 6:37)

