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Introduction
In Matthew 6 as he is speaking to His disciples, He tells us exactly what to invest in…and what to avoid…and He even goes beyond that…and tells us why!

· God sees our faith and our finances as intimately woven together (We separate them, He does not)

· Our approach to money and possessions is central to our spiritual life. 

· Riches regulate the direction of your heart. 

· Treasure Principle: “You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead!”

With that background to this text in Matt 6:19-21, how do you invest in The Best?

1. Pay Attention to Jesus Financial Counsel! Vs 19

Jesus lays it out for us very clearly in this passage. He tells us some things we should not do…and then says what we should do.

· What we should NOT Do!



Stop: The grammatical assumption: You are already doing this…stop it

Storing up: Heaping up treasure

For Yourself: Speaks to the inner desire for more! 

Treasures: Wealth of any kind:

Earth: Location.

· What we SHOULD Do!

Instead: Storing up treasures in heaven

Heap up: Build a pile that will be waiting for you (What you DO here makes a difference there!!!)

For Yourself! Jesus isn’t saying its wrong to be wealthy…saying…be smart.. wealthy in right way!

Treasures: Obviously not going to be gold, jewels, money…
In Heaven: Location is what he is focused on (Put your treasure where you will spend your time

Here in these couple of verses Jesus teaches us the Treasure Principle:

You Can’t Take it With You…But You CAN Send It On Ahead!

1 Tim 6:17-19 puts it perfectly in perspective! “17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”

2. Understand The Practical Reasons For Why Jesus Teaches Us To Live This Way. Vs 19-20

He is telling us to lay up treasures in heaven…not for Him! He doesn’t need it…He is telling us to provide for ourselves! 
· Earthly treasures will not last now…or then! (Moth, Rust, Thieves)

· You cannot take earthly treasures with you 
· What we value here, material things…will not matter at all in eternity 
· The things we send on ahead…we cannot lose!

· The things we send on ahead…don’t lose their value or significance (Leading someone to Christ)

3. Understand the Heart of the Matter when it comes to Worldly Wealth. Vs 21

· For where your treasure is... there your heart is also.

· Here is a spiritual truth - Our heart follows our wealth!

Listen...this is critically important. It is the conclusion of what Jesus is teaching us here.

“When you invest your wealth, you AUTOMATICALLY invest your heart...it is a package deal!

CONCLUSION

· What kind and amount of spiritual treasure do you have waiting for you in heaven…what’s your balance like?

· What are you “putting away” for that time when you will move from the temporal to the eternal?

· Which are you paying the most attention to…the wealth of this world...or the world to come?

Listen to the words of Jesus again….

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

