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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

· God had promised Abraham that He would make him a great nation.

· Because of that promise, his wife Sarai asked Abram to take their maid Hagar to have a child as she was too old to bear children  (Genesis 16:1 & 2)

· God first spoke to him, his name was Abram and his wife’s was Sarai (Genesis 12:1-5)

· We know this promise was fulfilled as we have the nation of Israel today.

· When Hagar was pregnant, she despised Sarai. This became an issue and Hagar fled from the house because of the harsh treatment from Sarai. (Genesis 16:6)

· The angel came to Hagar and told her to return.  The angel also told her that her son also would be blessed.

· His name would be "Ishmael" meaning, "God hears" (Genesis 16:9-13). 

· Ishmael’s descendants today are the Arab nations.

· Hagar returned to Abram and Sarai and Ishmael was born.  Abram was 86 years old.

· God came to Abram, changed his and Sarai's names to Abraham and Sarah - meaning "Father of many nations" and "Princess" respectively.   Abraham was 99 years old and Sarah was 89 years old  (Genesis 17)

· When Isaac was born, Abraham and Sarah were a 100 and 90 years old respectively.  Isaac means "Laughter"  (Genesis 21)

GENESIS 21:9-21

· It is difficult to preach anything positive about those we are already prejudiced towards 

· e.g. Judas, Joseph’s brothers and Job’s friends. 

· Yet each of these had a role to play in God’s plan eg. Judas in the life of Jesus and Joseph’s brothers in the life of Joseph.

· Persecutions and problems only challenge us to keep our faith.  There is a “positive-ness” even when the situation is negative.

· Ishmael was a person with a destiny and purpose.  God has a plan and purpose for everyone that is born.

· Principles are “cut and dry” and cannot be applied to all situations or to all people.

· We all cannot be a Moses, Elijah, Peter, John or Billy Graham but we all can be used of God 

· God chooses our gender, generation, the political or economic period we are to live in according to His destiny for us.

· Examples:

· Consider Naaman - a Jewish maid from Israel brought the message of healing and played a pivotal role in Naaman's salvation. 

"And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young girl from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman's wife." (2 Kings 5:2)

· In the life and ministry of Jesus - there was a woman at the well who was not morally upright. She was forgiven and she brought many to Jesus.

· The demon possessed man who was delivered brought the whole city to welcome Jesus.

· Hagar was an Egyptian woman who was a maid in the house of Abraham.  

"Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan."

"So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram."  (Genesis 16:3 &15)

· She was a bond woman (a slave)

· She had no choice.

· Ishmael had no choice of parents.

THE PROBLEM

· Ishmael was a consequence of a bad decision because of impatience and the “do it my way” principle.  

· Make decisions carefully as there are consequences.

· God heard Ishmael’s cry because He had a purpose for him, not because Abraham's way was right. 

· Ishmael’s birth might have brought conflict, struggle and confusion but God worked out the purpose for which he was born.

· God's purpose and plan for you is a future and hope.

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give   you a future and a hope." (Jeremiah 29:11)

God will work all things for good - no matter whether we are born into a relationship or lack of it."And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose." (Romans 8:28)

· Some are suffering because of bad decisions resulting in relationships with difficult consequences.

· Some are suffering because of bad decisions others make over which they have no control..

· These bad decisions stem from persons choosing to do things their way instead of God's way.

· These are sins of omission - you know nothing about nor have knowledge of.  It is not your sin.

· Ishmael's suffering was one of neglect.

· Neglect as in having rights but not benefiting from them, like some of us

· Ishmael had parents but did not benefit from them.

· Ishmael was put out of the house even though he did no wrong.

· Ishmael made some angry because he reminded them of their mistakes

· Ishmael was not the “promised one” but God turned the mess around

THE RESOURCES

“Therefore she said to Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac."  "So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba." (Genesis 21:10 & 14)

· Abraham’s casting out of Hagar was an equivalent of a divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1). Abraham gave her bread and water.

· God is the God of blessing and not poverty.

· Poverty is a curse

· Hagar could live without Abraham but she needed food.

· The angel fed Elijah - bread and water when he was at the juniper tree (1 Kings 19:5 & 6)

· Ishmael was referred to as Hagar's son

· Implying a situation where the father or those responsible do not want to take responsibility.

· Are you the consequence of neglect?

· Hagar lifted her voice and wept in the desert   

"Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy." So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept." (Genesis 21:16)

· Hagar's response:

· She wept and separated herself from her child - she was in denial

· Hagar could not stand to hear the lad's cry but God did.

· It is not her weeping that got God's attention but the lad's cry.

· God's response:  

"And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is." “Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation.”(Genesis 21:17 & 18)



Mothers must pray that God opens their eyes to see.

God blesses mothers – both biological and spiritual mothers - who care for their children

The worse thing that could happen to children is for them to be in the desert without parents.

THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD  

"Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink.  “So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an Archer. He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt."

(Genesis 21:19 & 20)

· God showed her a well.

· She took her can and filled it and she fed her child.

· God's water is available today for us to live in the will of God.

· Jesus calls – “come and drink”

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." (John 7:37)

· God was with the lad

· God will not forsake you.

"Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." (Hebrews 13:5)

CONCLUSION 
Even though you may be a consequence of the bad decisions of others or because of neglect, God will hear, provide and prosper you.

