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Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam

Title: “Joy”

Text: John 15:11

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”(John 15:11)
THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF JOY
· “Godly Joy” is inner gladness. It is deep seated pleasure that comes from a relationship with Jesus. It is:
· A depth of assurance and confidence that ignites a cheerful and rejoicing heart  
· The assurance and confidence that comes from our walk with Jesus
· A cheerful heart that leads to cheerful and joyful behaviour.

· “Worldly Joy” is happiness. It lacks completeness in assurance, confidence and satisfaction

· What causes the lack? - It is knowledge that something can go wrong and circumstances can change to destroy its joy.

· When joy comes from the Lord we can say like David:
(Psalm 31:1-3)

“1 In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; deliver me in Your righteousness. 2 Bow down Your ear to me, deliver me speedily; be my rock of refuge, a fortress of defense to save me.  3 For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead me and guide me.” 
(2 Samuel 22:2-4) David’s song after being delivered from his enemies
“2 And he said: “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, My stronghold and my refuge My Savior, You save me from violence.  4 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies.”  
SEVERAL THINGS ABOUT THE BELIEVER’S JOY
· It is rooted in the Lord.  
· It is not rooted in material or cheap triumphs.

· It is the joy of the Holy Spirit which fills the believer and overflows out of his life
(John 15:11)
“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”



(Acts 13:52)


“And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”



(Romans 14:17)
“for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

· It is Joy that does not depend on circumstances but on the Lord. It overrides all situations, even matters of life and death.

(Psalm 5:11-12)
“11 But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them; let those also who love Your name be joyful in You. 12 For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; with favor You will surround him as with a shield”.


Paul’s Testimony (2 Corinthians 6:3-10) 
“3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed.4 But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 6 by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Spirit, by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.


(2 Corinthians 7:1 & 4)
“1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation.”
· Joy springs from faith

(1 Peter 1:8)

“Whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,”


Paul’s Testimony (Philippians 1:21-25)
“21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith”
THE SOURCE OF THE BELIEVER’S JOY
· The fellowship of the Father and Son brings joy

(Psalm 16:11)
“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”


(1 John 1:3-4)

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.
· Victory over sin, death and hell brings joy

(John 14:27 & 28)
“27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
28 You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to 
the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.


(John 16:22)
“Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.”

· Repentance brings Joy

(Isaiah 61:10)
“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.


Example:  The prodigal son   (Luke 15:10)

“Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

· Hope brings joy

(Romans 14:17)

“for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”


(1 Peter 4:12-13)
“12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His 
glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.

· God’s Word brings Joy

(John 15:11)

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”

· Prayer brings Joy

(John 16:24)

“Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”

· Giving brings Joy

(2 Corinthians 9:6)
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”


(2 Corinthians 8:1 & 2)
“ 1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.”


(Hebrews 10:34)
“For you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.”

CONCLUSION

(Isaiah 12:3)
“Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.”

· There are many wells of salvation.

· Joy is the bucket that draws from the well.
