Associate Pastor Richard Yun

LIVE THE LIFE YOU PROFESS

Text: Titus 2: 11-15
INTRODUCTION

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.
 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and 

 to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age” (v11)
· Grace is the ability to live free of ungodliness and worldly desire. In actuality, it is the capability to live a lifestyle of obedience. This is the proof of our salvation (Titus 2:14).

· Grace is not an excuse or cover-up for a lifestyle of disobedience or used as a justification for self-seeking, fleshly lifestyles.

I. The Grace of God Enables and Empowers Us
· The grace of God empowers us to live a life of obedience
· It is not because God’s standard of obedience is much more lenient now

· His standard is higher under grace. Examples:

· Matthew 5: 27-28

· Matthew 5: 21-22

· Jesus imparts the grace for believers to live a lifestyle of obedience to God.

II. Faith that Works
· James was not contradicting Paul. The evidence that a person has received God’s gift of grace is a life of obedience to the Lord.
· A person who consistently disobeys God’s Word is one in whom faith has never truly existed or it has failed. (cf Luke 22:32; Rev 2:5)
· What good is it to acknowledge Jesus Christ without a change of heart and thus a change in actions (James 2:19)
“Believe” means not only to acknowledge the existence of Jesus but also to obey His will and His Word. To believe is to obey!

· Jesus’ message to His Church in the last days (Revelation 3: 14-17)

A true believer is not known by what he confesses but is known by his fruit of obedience.

III. Live the Life You Profess 
· The reference to “Lord” (Luke 6:46) originates from the Greek word “kurios” which is defined as “supreme in authority or master”. 
· ```The true evidence of love for Jesus is not what is said but what is lived.

· Scriptures speak of two groups of people who expect entrance into heaven but will be denied:

i) Those who give their lives to Jesus for selfish purposes (Luke 8:15)
ii) Those who convert with sincere motives but later lose their salvation and walks away from obedience to His lordship

Conclusion

· We are to keep ourselves in the love of God (Jude 20-21). Those who love God are obedient to Him (John 14:15)

· There is strength from the Lord to live an obedient life through the grace of God which never fails.
