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Introduction   :
Have you ever day-dream and was caught not paying attention?

Body

:
1.
You are being watched  (Luke 14:1-6)

When we do something right, some people will ‘notice’ it.

But when we do something wrong many people will ‘notice’ it too.

Sometimes what we did is not wrong but it is ‘judged’ as wrong by others.

Notice that the ‘dignified guests’ kept quite.

This scenario is liken to the fowler who is watching to catch the fowl among the bushes. There are people who watch us as if trying to ‘catch’ us in a snare. It reminds us so much of Psalm 31.

We need to pray like the Psalmist, that the Lord will protect us.

And God is our refuge and our fortress.

2. You are watching others too

          (Luke 14:7-11)

In a social gathering, you are watching others while others are watching you.

Importance and feeling of significance is so often being associated with objects, and appearance. In other words, we can impress others, by ‘touching’ or appealing to their physical senses.

But we need to know that ‘the higher you climb the greater the fall’. This is a signal of an internal struggle.

What Jesus has advised us here is both divine wisdom and natural observable wisdom.

Pride and the desire to be exalted is the façade for insecurity. Jesus expressed His humility through service (Phil 2: 6-8). He knew who He was and His standing with God. He has no inferiority complex.

3. Your guest list tells the difference 

          (Luke 14:13-15)


· When we want to make up a guest list for a wedding dinner, we normally would invite those people we honour and whom we value their presence. 

Some are valued for their relationship, and others for their status.

· Don’t overlook those who can enhance your life

· Because of our base and natural assessment of the ‘importance’ of a person, we miss out or left out those who are of real importance and who can bring eternal-value opportunity to us.

· If we have received our due reward on earth, then we would not be able to expect further reward in heaven. 

But if we are not rewarded for our kindness while on this earth, then we will be assured of a reward in heaven.

If we consider the ‘natural value’ of our actions, then we will receive the natural course of reward.

If you ‘scratch my back, I will scratch your back’.

· But if you consider the eternal value and the spiritual reward, then you would view things and people differently. 

· This is what we need to do each time we assess and evaluate our actions.

· Missing the point  (v.15)

· The scholarly Pharisee commented, “Blessed is everyone who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”.

· We are a ‘little’ like this Pharisee who has learnt all the church cliché, eg, “Praise the Lord”, “Raise your hand”, “Clap you hands”, “Jesus is coming soon”

· This Pharisee don’t realize what he is saying, or the full implication or impact of what he had said.

· The Messiah is sitting right in their midst feasting at the same table. Yet he is making reference to a future event. 

         He has ‘miss the point’.

·    Many times we ‘miss’ God or ‘did not notice’ God in the daily affairs of life. We are not conscious that He is present.

4.  Your future depends on your answer 

(Luke 14:16-18, 23-24)


· ‘Words’ are so ‘cheap’.
· It is so easily said.

· It is said without much thinking.

· Many of our choices and decisions will affect our future.

· We must not take God’s ‘invitation’ or His Word lightly, or we might rob ourselves of His blessings for us.

Conclusion:  God is in our midst.

Don’t ‘miss’ Him or leave Him out in your daily living.

Don’t dismiss His loving invitation.

Your life’s experience depends on how much you honour Him and whether you have consciously invited Him into your life’s experiences.

Your destiny depends on your commitment to stay true to your confession of faith.

