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Associate Pastor Richard Yun
Title: Let Your Light Shine

Text : Matthew  5: 14-16

14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Jesus says to us, "You are the light of the world." Jesus has given us His light, Jesus has made us light, for only one purpose – to shine for Jesus. Like the lighthouse keeper we have no excuse if we do not keep the light burning.

I The Need for Light in This World

· We know that "in the beginning," way back at the start of time, there was no light; instead, there was only darkness. You remember what God did on the first day of Creation (Gen 1:3-4; 16)
· Why did God make the light? The reason is that light is necessary
· What we have to recognize is that ours is a sin-darkened world that badly needs light.
· That's the condition of this world. It is in darkness. It stumbles around without hope and without God.
· What our sin-darkened world needs is light
II Christians are the Light of the World

· "You are the light of the world," says Jesus.

· What is the purpose of light? Light has one basic purpose: to remove the darkness. You see, darkness cannot exist where there is light.

· This means it is the function of the church to shine for Jesus so that the darkness is chased away. The church must allow herself to be used of the Lord to lead the world from darkness into light.

III Don't Hide Your Light

· You are the light of the world." This means we need to be "shining lights." The purpose of a lamp is to shine.

· Darkness gets darker only because the light fails to shine.

· Our lamp is not shining "before men" if we keep ourselves isolated and hidden and away from the world. Christianity is something which is meant to be seen.

· The point is this: our light has gone out if we think and act and talk just like the world. Our light has gone out if we are not separate and different from the world. Our light has gone out if we conform to the pattern of this world (Rom 12:2).
IV Live and Function as Light

· "You are the light of the world."

· Listen to these words of Jesus: (Jn 8:12) "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (Cf Jn 9:5)

· We are light reflectors. So what we must do is let the light of Jesus shine in us and through us.

· Jesus combines the light that must be shone with good works that must be done. 
· What are good works? Good works are works motivated by love, carried out in the power of the Holy Spirit, and performed for the glory of God.
Conclusion
When Jesus is really in your life, you will have a difficult time hiding His light!

What happens when we reflect the light of Christ? Men will praise and “glorify your Father in heaven”. In a sin-darkened world we are called to be light so all men may join us in the praise and worship of the one only True God.

