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INTRODUCTION

God asked the children of Israel on a number of occasions to choose between life or death, blessings or curses.

Deuteronomy 30:15,16 & 19

15 "See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;"

LIFE IS BLESSING AND DEATH IS CURSE

· Jesus came to give us life.

John 10:10  

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

· The wages of sin is death

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

LIFE IS WHAT WE LOST when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.

Genesis 2:16-17

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."  

Genesis 3:6

"So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate."

· Through disobedience Adam and Eve chose death  (the wages of sin). 

·  It is the death of fellowship or relationship with God.   

· It was spiritual death.  

· God no longer walked with them.

· Death means separation 

· We are separated from God (spiritually) 

· We are separated from our loved ones (physical death).

· Death brings an end to life both spiritually and physically

· It is an end to relationship between God and man.

· It is an end to all blessings.

GOD IS THE SOURCE OF LIFE AND BLESSINGS

1 Chronicles 29:11-12

David said,  11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over all.  12 Both riches and honor come from You, and You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all."  

James 1:17

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning."

Deuteronomy 30:15, 19

God says,   15 "See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil,   19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;"  

QUESTION:  HOW DOES ONE CHOOSE LIFE OR DEATH?         

LIFE AND BLESSINGS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH GOD

Proverbs 8:35-36

35 For whoever finds me finds life, and obtains favor from the LORD; 36 But he who sins against me wrongs his own soul; all those who hate me love death."

John 11:25

Jesus said to her,  "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live."

TEMPTATION IS THE PLACE WE MAKE THE DECISION TO CHOOSE LIFE OR DEATH

· What is temptation? 

· Temptation is a test or an examination

· We are tested on what we know.  

· How do we know?

· We know through two sources:

· God has written His laws in our hearts - we called it "conscience".

· God has given His Word to us to study and to live by it - the Bible.

· Note:

· Temptation is not to defeat us

· Temptation is not from God.

· Temptation is to promote you.
No temptation is beyond your strength or ability.

1 Corinthians 10:13

"No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it."

· Examples:


· The temptation of Jesus - Luke 4:1-12

· Jesus chose to obey God on all 3 counts of His temptations.

· Jesus was tempted on what God said to Him. 

· God said, "You are My Beloved Son" at the Baptism

Luke 3:21-23 - 

21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased."

· The temptation  - the test

· The devil said, "If you are the son of God......" (Luke 4:3)

· Blessings - Jesus was victorious and anointed



Luke 4:18

"The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed;"

JAMES GIVES US SOME VERY GOOD INSIGHTS AS TO HOW SIN RESULTS IN DEATH AND OBEDIENCE TO GOD RESULTS IN LIFE AND BLESSINGS.

James 1:2-4, 12-18

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures."

James tells us how to consider tempatation

· Temptation is not bad news.

· God considers you qualified to take the exam

· The time has come to be promoted.

· Therefore, "consider it pure joy, when you fall into various trials or temptations" (V.2)

· Perseverance is what takes you through the trial.

· Don't seek to run from it.

· Don't seek a short cut to it.

· Be bold and courageous when trials come.

· When you passed the test

· You become mature - you come into full bloom

· You are complete - you have no lack - you find fulfillment

· You are blessed (V.12)

· You receive the crown of life - God promised to those who live for Him (V.12)

· He has anointed you to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8)

WHEN WE CHOOSE TO SIN - WE CHOSE DEATH

There are 3 kinds of sinning:

· OVERT SIN [open and apparent sin] - sin committed that destroys and hurts your neighbor - adultery, murder, theft (robbery)

· MENTAL SIN - jealousy, unforgiveness, vain imagination, pride.

· SIN OF THE TONGUE - gossip, slander, back-biting, critical, complaining 

Sin bears fruits

Sin gives birth - its fruit has no life in them - they are dead babies.

James says:


James 1:14-15

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away BY HIS OWN DESIRE and enticed. 15 Then, WHEN DESIRE HAS CONCEIVED, it GIVES BIRTH TO SIN; and sin, WHEN IT IS FULL-GROWN, BRINGS FORTH DEATH.

In temptation - desire (lust) has to be conceived.  

Desire comes from two sources: the flesh [carnal] or and the Spirit [spiritual].

· "His own evil desires (lust)" - meaning it is from his carnal nature and life of the flesh


· For conception to take place, you need 2 players - you need the male and the female  (egg and seed).

· For sin to conceive - you have DESIRE and WILL.

· When there is desire and your will to do - it brings forth conception - the fruit or the baby.

· When sin is conceived, it does not immediately give birth, it takes time for a birth of a child [9 months].   But, birth is certain.

· Examples:

· Adam and Eve - died spiritually - separated in fellowship with God

But they lived for 930 years (Genesis 5:5)

· Achan   (Joshua 7:20-26)

He died, and all with him  (V.24)

· Annaias and Sapphira  (Acts 5:1-11)

· The devil will never help you or stand with you when you get caught.

· Now let's choose life as one who is born again - desiring to obey the Word.

James 1:16-18

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

1 Peter 1:23

"having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,"

Romans 8:14-16  (Paul teaches) 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together."

· Example:

Jesus chose to obey God's Word.  He said, "It is written".

When your desire is of the Spirit, will to do His Word and you choose blessing.

Deuteronomy 30:15-19

15 "See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them."

Deuteromony 28:1-2

"Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:

CONCLUSION:
Live and walk after the Spirit and not the flesh.

Choose life - obey God's Word and be blessed.

