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INTRODUCTION

· There is a prophetic message in the life of Joseph

· The Bible records 106 similarities in the lives of Joseph and Jesus

· These prophetic similarities help us to know, understand and when accepted help us walk in the light.

· Some of these similarities are listed below:

· Joseph was sent by his father

· Jesus was sent by His Heavenly Father

· Joseph was rejected and hated by his brothers

·  Jesus was rejected and hated by His people

· Joseph was sold by his brothers

· Jesus was sold by His disciple – Judas

· Joseph was stripped of his garment and thrown into the pit. His garment was dipped in blood for his father to think that he was dead

· Jesus was stripped of His garment and a scarlet robe was laced on Him to mock Him

· Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife

· Jesus was falsely accused by the Pharisees and the Roman government

· Joseph was sent to prison

· Jesus went into the prison of death

· Joseph went from prison into Pharaoh’s presence and was made a ruler

· Jesus went into the prison of death and rose again to His heavenly Father’s presence and was made to sit at His right hand

· Joseph had a new name – Zaphnath-Paaneth (means God speaks and He lives, The Revealer of Secrets) - Genesis 41:45

· Jesus was given a new name- Genesis 19:11&12

· Joseph was given a Gentile bride

· Jesus is given a Gentile bride called the Church

· Joseph revealed himself to his brothers the 2nd time they visited (Genesis 45:1-8).  They wept as a family (Genesis 45:14&15)

· Jesus will reveal Himself to Israel the 2nd time He returns (Zechariah 2:10)

· Joseph – his brothers and all bowed before him

· Jesus- the Bible says, “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess” even those who persecuted Him.

REVIEW

· The Will of God is the Favour of God

· The Dream

· Do not forget your dream
· It will keep you from staying in the pit, Potiphar’s house and the prison.
· The Pit – negative

· Potiphar’s house – temptation

· How you respond to them determines your future

· The favour of God, God’s will and dream, will lead you down before you go up

· How you respond is vital to your success
TODAY

When you are Down to Nothing, God is up to something. 

You are in the Prison (c.f. Genesis 39:20-23)

When you don’t understand and you can’t see His hand, trust His heart.

Joseph was in prison because of the deception of Potiphar’s wife.

David describes how Joseph was taken to prison (Psalm 105:17-19)
Joseph had the Lord but was in a “living hell”

· The prison experience may not be literal but be in the form of sickness, failure in business, death of a loved-one, tragedies, mishaps and bad relationships.

Champions are not without scars

· Joseph, though in the palace, did not lose his scars on his feet and neck

· Jesus, when He returns, will be recognized by His nail-scarred hands and feet.

· “No-one gets into heaven without some scars”

· Paul also spoke of scars on his body  (Galatians 6:17)

                                   Trouble is a means to rise to maturity and fruitfulness (Romans 8:28)

                Jesus can be found even in the midst of trouble

                                   God does not count on your past to determine your future.

· Trouble – what it does.

· Trouble does not mean God does not love you

· Trouble strengthens you

· Trouble tests your patience, consistency, perseverance

· Trouble reminds you that you are mortal

· Trouble helps you to know you are weak.

        Call on the Lord and He will answer.

        The Bible says, “God will never leave us nor forsake us”

              -  in the fiery furnace

              -  in the storm

              -  in the lion’s den

· Trouble says you are a creature – there is a God who created you.

· When you are at rock bottom – from the pit, Potiphar’s house and now in prison, it is the last stop to the palace – stop saying 
· If but I will by God’s grace

· Impossible but all things are possible

· Defeated but more than conquerors

· No future , God does not consult your past- your future is bright with God

· When you are down to nothing, God is up to something.

· The pit is not your destiny

· Adversity leads to achievements

Your struggle is proof that you are not yet defeated.

              The desire and will to fight is a sign of hope and victory and a sign of spiritual life

· A seed fights its way out of the ground

· Paul wrote many of his letters in prison. 

       Adversity leads to achievement

· Joseph was in the pit and prison before the palace. The thing you think will kill you may be the thing that will promote you 

· The disciples thought the waves would drown them but Jesus made Peter walk on the waves.

· Your troubles are under His feet.

· God can turn your predicament into profit

God can transform your circumstances just like He transformed Joseph’s. 

Are you in God’s predicted circumstances?

He is in control.

You will face three emotions.

Doubt

· Does God love me?

· Doubt is not unbelief

· In the NT, doubt is being unsettled and uncertain in emotions and feelings.

· Unbelief is the refusal to accept truth and reject God.

· Doubt questions, “If God is… then why this”?

                          e.g. Gideon (Judges 6:12-13)

                                 Sara (Genesis 18:9,11,12)

                                 John the Baptist (Matthew 11:11, 2-4)

· Doubt is not unbelief. God will not forsake you. He will help you.

                    How to deal with doubt:

· Turn doubts to perseverance

· Turn perseverance to prayer

· Turn prayers to obedience

· Deal with your doubts by believing what you know and doubt what you doubt

· Trust God who is all knowing- He is smarter than you

· Doubts flourish in the dark so run to the light – Jesus.

· When life does not make sense, God dues!

              Discouragement

              How to deal with discouragement

· Discouragement is associated with becoming faint or growing weary

· Paul’s encouragement to those in ministry (2 Corinthians 4:1)

· Jesus’ answer – pray  (Luke 18:1)

· Keep doing what you are doing in the will of God

· Don’t blame

· Blaming makes you pout – self-pity

· Blaming God separates us from Him – the only power who can help us

· Blaming others widens the gap of the differences between us – we become weaker

· Blaming does not affirm anything – it assaults

· Blaming never restores, it wounds

· Blaming never solves, it complicates

· Blaming never unites, it separates

· Blaming never smiles, it frowns

· Blaming never forgives, it rejects

· Blaming never sees the positive but the negatives

· Blaming never builds, it destroys

· Blaming adds to the darkness and does not light the candle

                    Don’t blame your brother, the pit, the accuser and the prison cells

                    Instead, find a need and meet it!

· Joseph encouraged others

· He worked hard in Potiphar’s house and brought prosperity

· He was a good example in prison

· He interpreted the dreams of the prisoners

God’s answer to those who are discouraged in the pit – go help someone and prosper them.

             Depression

             How to fight depression

· Depression is a negative state of mind that cause change in mood and behaviour

· Everyone can get depressed

· E.g. Moses, Job, Elijah

· God permits depression that you may mature and bear fruit (Colossians 1:9-11).

