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INTRODUCTION
- There are many surfing Christians who only live on the surface, having no roots

- Roots help keep us straight and strong. 

Consider Matthew 13:5-6 

To live deeply in Christ is to live in the Truth.
· The Truth is Jesus (John 14:6)

· The Truth sets us free (John 8:32)

· The Truth sets us free from the dominion of sin (Romans 6:12)

· The Truth sets us free to be instruments of Righteousness (Romans 6:13)

· The Truth sets us free to produce fruits of Holiness (Romans 6:22)

Living in Christ reveals you have the Truth.

1 John 2: 24 begins with “therefore” we must consider 1 John 2: 18-23.
Three reasons why we need to live deeply in  Christ

· The antichrist  (V.18)  - the individual

· Many “antichrists” have come indicating the last days  (1 John 2:18)

· The anointing (1 John 2:20)

THE ANTICHRIST (1 John 2:18) – WHO IS HE?
- One who assumes the guise of Christ and opposes the true Christ

- Impersonates Christ and lures people away from the real Christ and God.

The antichrist will teach the following:

· He denies the deity of Christ.  God has no son and is not the Father.(1 John 2:22, John 3:16)

· He denies the virgin birth of Christ (1 John 4:3, 1 John 1:7)

       This is the basis of salvation 

        - The remission of sin Acts 2:38

 - The perfect sacrifice Hebrews 10:9-10

· John says he is a liar and a deceiver

· John calls him the beast in Revelation.  (Revelation 13:1-10)

· Paul, the Apostle refers to him as “the lawless one”  (2 Thessalonians 2)

THE ANTICHRISTS (V.18) WHO ARE THEY? – THEY ARE FALSE PROPHETS
They are the forerunners of antichrist.

· They are described as the second beast in Revelation 13:11-18

· Many antichrists will come in the “last hour”

       - This is the last hour.

       - These are not spirits but people possessed by evil, wicked and seducing spirits 

- They are preparing the way for Satan himself to come in a person – calling himself the Christ but are    

   against all that Christ stands for.

· Where do they come from?  

       - Shockingly they come from within the Church (V.19).

       - They look and act like believers but are  not.

       - They profess Christ, are baptized members, partake communion and are even 

         leaders in the Church.

        Consider Matthew 7:15-23,  2 Corinthians 11:13-15, I Timothy 4:1-2  -

THE ANOINTING (1 John 2:20, 25-27)
What is the anointing?  - It is the Holy Spirit abiding in you.

· Abiding in the Truth allows you to have the anointing John 14:15-18, John 16:13-15

· “You do not need that anyone teach you” – does not mean you don’t need the 5-fold ministry gifts to the Church (Ephesians 4:11)

· Paul says the Holy Spirit sealed us (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, Ephesians 1:13-14)

· We are anointed by  The “Holy One”  (V.20) (c.f. Matthew 3:11)

CONCLUSION
Let us live deeply in Christ by not grieving the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 4:30)

