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INTRODUCTION

Arise, let us go enthusiastically! (with enthusiasm)

· The word "enthusiasm" comes from 2 Greek words: "en theos" meaning "inspired by God"

· Which “God”?  

· We can be inspired by the god of this world and get enthusiastic about worldly things that are carnal and of the flesh

·  But as born-again believers, we must be inspired by Jehovah, Yahweh, the God of the Bible.

· Our lives need to be inspired, infused or filled with the grace of God - by His love, mercy and goodness daily.  This will inspire us to live as victors and not victims and we will not be mediocre.

· The pressure and the stress of modern life take away enthusiasm.

· Some lose the zest for life - passion for their work, marriage, social life, church, God and their faith.

· Much of modern life is routine - eat, work, play and sleep.

· As a born-again believer, make a decision to come to God and allow Him to fill you with His peace, joy and love.

· The Bible says, "never lag in zeal, but be aglow and on fire, serving the Lord enthusiastically" (Romans 12:11).    [Paraphrased]

Studies show that enthusiastic people are preferred and they are more likely to be promoted than qualified people.

· Enthusiasm must have a focus

· Nobody can be enthusiastic over nothing. We must have a focus

· Is God your focus for living?

· Does God excite you with His dreams for your life and are you enthusiastic about the dream God has for you or the church?

· Does the love of God motivate you to do the will of God?

· Are you enthusiastic about God's will for your life and the church?

· Enthusiasm has to do with your will

· David made a choice. Let us consider Psalm 23.

· David said, "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want."  (Psalm 23:1) 

· Who is your shepherd?

· Will you let Him make you? 

(V. 2)

· Will you let Him lead you?   

(V. 2 & 4)

· Will you let Him restore you?

(V. 3

· Will you let Him prepare a table?

(V. 5)

· Only then, you will experience abundant life
(V.6)

"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell 

in the house of the LORD Forever."  (V. 6)

· When we are willing, we will become enthusiastic. You will never find a person doing anything enthusiastically if He was not willing to do it in the first place

The Bible clearly points out 3 places that will cause us to live with enthusiasm:

FIRST:
OBEY ENTHUSIASTICALLY  - A WILLING HEART

· Obedience must be with enthusiasm !!!

(Isaiah 1:19)

"If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land;"

· It begins with God - obeying authority and must be evident at home, work and church

· Example:  David was willing to fight with Goliath  (1 Samuel 17)

· He had enough discouragement to make him unwilling.

· His oldest brother talked down to him (1 Samuel 17:28-30)

What hurts most is when family members despise you

· The king did not have the confidence in David (1 Samuel 17:33)

· Goliath himself threatened him (1 Samuel 17:42-46)

SECOND:  GIVE ENTHUSIASTICALLY - A WILLING SPIRIT

(Exodus 25:1-2)

"Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly [enthusiastically] with his heart you shall take My offering."

There is a twin scripture in the New Testament.

(2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

Examples:

· In the Old Testament  - The building of the Tabernacle
When the people of God gave towards the building of the sanctuary - their giving was with enthusiasm.

· Consider Exodus 35 and note the progression: -

·  Moses spoke to the people

(Exodus 35: 4-5)

4 And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, "This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying: 5 'Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze;"

· The people's response 

(Exodus 35: 20-21)

"And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21 Then everyone (came) whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD's offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the holy garments.

· The word "whose” indicates “not everyone but those whose heart was willing”.

· Who were the willing?  - Consider Verses 22-29   

· 22They came, both men and women,...........

· 23 And every man,  .......................

· 24 Everyone  ...........................

· 25 All the women .................. 

· 27 The rulers ...................

· 29 The children .............

· Besides giving of offerings and materials - those who had skills, talents and abilities gave of themselves.

· The gifted ones .... Vs 30 - 36:2   (Please put Scripture in full) 

· It was an enthusiastic response

· Exodus 36:6

· "So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, "Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary." And the people were restrained from bringing," 

· In the New Testament  - the widow's two mites
· What did Jesus have to say about her giving to His disciples?

· The emphasis was not the amount or giving, but the method it was given.

(Mark 12:43 & 44)

43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them,  "Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood."

· Her giving was “Enthusiastic giving”. It was not the amount, but her willingness or enthusiasm to give.

THIRD:  SERVE ENTHUSIASTICALLY

(Psalm 100:2)


"Serve the LORD with gladness; come before His 

presence with singing." 

(Romans 12:11)

"never lag in zeal, but be aglow and on fire, serving the Lord enthusiastically" 

CONCLUSION

There are two greatest challenges we face when it comes to enthusiasm

· First, is ungratefulness.

· How does ungratefulness happen? We let what was once a miracle become common to us - we get familiar with it. - It becomes a monument.

· Don't let your miracle become a monument.  

· What is a monument?  A memory put in stone, wood or metal of various kinds.  It was once alive, now dead, cold and lifeless.

· This can happen to your salvation - marriage - job and life itself.

· Second, we take them for granted.

· The Bible says, don't despise the longsuffering of God

(2 Peter 3:9)

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

