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Sermon: 
Loving God and Loving others

Text: 

Matthew 22:34-40

INTRODUCTION
Love is the centerpiece of all the Scriptures, of both the Old and the New Testaments.

*
Leviticus 19:18
*
Deuteronomy 10:12-13

*
1 John 4:7-8

*
1 John 4:16

From the beginning, God’s interaction with human beings has been motivated by His love for us.

Every commandment of God is for our good.  This is because the commandments define the love that is the foundation for all godly relationships.

In the Ten Commandments, we see that the first four define how to relate to God.  The other six define the essentials for right relationships with each other.  This is the fundamental to understanding God’s laws and their importance.

I.
Keep God the Singular Object of our Love
Now that we have been redeemed, we are to live with our God in a love relationship that is not adulterated by anything in this world.  He is to be the singular object of our love.

· Love God with our whole being

“ Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind”

II.
To Love People is the Manifestation of Our Love for God
· Two Commands, One Love
· To love God is to love your neighbours, and to love one another
· 1 John 4:20-21
· Christian love does not reside in the personality being loved.  It resides in the person doing the loving.
III.
Be a Loving Person to Others
· If we are to fulfill the Law of Christ, we need to become a loving person
· This can only happen when God’s love poured out on us is received, fills us up and poured out on others
· How do we know we are becoming loving people?
1. Loving becomes second nature to us
2. Loving depends less on the loveliness of the beloved
3. Loving is not just a thought, but also an action
· To love God is to love others.

Do you love God?

Conclusion
When we receive a new heart to love God, it will be seen in our actions to others.  It is time to turn our efforts and our energies back to the basics – loving God and loving neighbor, living lives for the glory of God and our neighbours’ good.
