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(Mark 16:14-20) 
14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will 
be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will 
speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received 
up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 

• The Lord’s rebuke is always redemptive or He would not have committed to them the most valuable and 
significant task of the Kingdom of God. 

 
• His last words before He ascended to Heaven. 

 
(Mark 16:15-16)    
“15Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be 
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 

 
• There is a gap between verses 14 and 15. What follows verse14 is  recorded in Acts 1:4,12-14. 

 
(Acts 1:4, 12-14) 
4And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the Promise of the Father, which, He said, “you have heard from Me;”12 Then they returned to Jerusalem 
from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had 
entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip 
and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son 
of James. 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

 
(Acts 2:1-4) 
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 
• The purpose of the Holy Spirit. 

 
(Acts 1:8) 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
(Mark 16:20) 
“And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through 
the accompanying signs. Amen.” 
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• The power of making disciples lies in us going as God’s anointed witnesses. 
 

o What makes disciples is the preaching of the Gospel. 
 

(Romans 1:16) 
Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 

 
THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL 
 

• Is like the little slave girl in Naaman’s house who led him to the man of God to receive healing of his leprosy. 
 
• Is like the Prophet Elijah who said to the widow at Zarapeth. 
 

(1 Kings 17:14 & 15) 
“14 For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run 
dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 So she went away and did according to the word of 
Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days.   

 
• Is like the 4 lepers who went to tell the King’s household the goodness. 

 
(2 Kings 7:3-9) 
3 Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why are we 
sitting here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘We will enter the city,’ the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. 
And if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore, come, let us surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they keep 
us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall only die.” 5 And they rose at twilight to go to the camp of 
the Syrians; and when they had come to the outskirts of the Syrian camp, to their surprise no one was there. 6 
For the LORD had caused the army of the Syrians to hear the noise of chariots and the noise of horses—the 
noise of a great army; so they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of 
the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians to attack us!” 7 Therefore they arose and fled at twilight, and left 
the camp intact— their tents, their horses, and their donkeys—and they fled for their lives. 8 And when these 
lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they went into one tent and ate and drank, and carried from it silver 
and gold and clothing, and went and hid them; then they came  back and entered another tent, and carried some 
from there also, and went and hid it. 9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a 
day of good news, and we remain silent. If we wait until morning light, some punishment will come upon us. 
Now therefore, come, let us go and tell the king’s household.” 

 
• Is like Jesus saying to the Samaritan woman. 

  
 (John 4:13 & 14) 
 13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will  thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of 

the water that I shall give him will  never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
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SIGNS FOLLOW BELIEVERS 
 
(Mark 16:17 & 18) 
17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new 
tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay 
hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
 

• Signs are for unbelievers to believe. 
  

(1 Corinthians 14:22) 
“Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for 
unbelievers but for those who believe.” 

 
(John 20:30-31) 
30And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name. 

 
• The immature look for signs. 

 
(Matthew 12:38 & 39) 
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.” 39 
But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be 
given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 

 
(1 Corinthians 14:20) 
“Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.” 

 
• To those who believe, it is Christ crucified. 
 

(1 Corinthians 1:22-25) 
22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a 
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 
FAILURE IS NOT FINAL WITH JESUS  
 
(Mark 16:9-14) 
9 Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast 
seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept. 11 And when they 
heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe. 12 After that, He appeared in another form to 
two of them as they walked and went into the country. 13 And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe 
them either. 14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
God can use you in spite of our failures and weaknesses! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


