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INTRODUCTION

Every marriage can be better.

3 stages of marriage that needs to get better:  

* Lust

* Rust

* Dust

Marriages are said, to be made in heaven – so is lightning and thunder.

Love is a dream and marriage is the alarm clock.

The Death of Lazarus (John 11:38-44)

· Lazarus who was dead was raised to life and loosed from his grave clothes (John 11:44)

· Jesus called him by name or else all the dead, would be raised (John 11:43)

· Jesus raised him, that we may “see the glory of God” (John 11:40)

· To see the glory of God – “if you would believe”.

Addressing the “deadness” in some marriages
*
Where love is as dead as Lazarus’ corpse

*
Where yesterday’s hopes and dreams have been assassinated by hateful words.

*
Marriages that are bound by grave clothes of bitter memories (when RUST is in the marriage).

*
Marriages that have been destroyed by adultery (when LUST is in the marriage)

*
Marriages that have been destroyed by pornography or sexual abuse.

*
All meaningful communications are a dull memory (when DUST is in the marriage)

*
Marriages where the husband has refused to be the provider, the priest and the protector of the home - a dead marriage.
God’s Word offers hope.  

· Your marriage can be raised from the dead

· Do not give up just because you said it was “dead” or that it “stinks” – Lazarus was likewise.

· We serve a God who says, He wants us to His glory – if you will believe!!

Seven situations when the glory of God was seen:
· Water was turned into wine

· The leper was cleansed and healed

· Blind Bartimeaus’ eyes were opened

· Zaacheaus returned 4-fold to those he cheated

· Mary Magdalene was delivered from demon possession

· The adulterous woman was told to sin no more

· When Jesus said to the thief on the cross – “today, you shall be with me in paradise”

“If you believe, you would see the glory of God”

There are no perfect marriages

All marriages go through the process of becoming better or bitter.

4 reasons why marriages die:

First – Marriages die because of “no” or “poor” communication
Consider Genesis 2:18

· It is not good for man to be alone because he cannot communicate

· As blood is to the body, communication is to your marriage – it is life.
· When the blood stops, the body dies- so it is with communication – your marriage dies.
· Problems are not dangerous but a problem that cannot be communicated becomes dangerous
· You are alone, even if you are with people, unless you communicate.

· Talking is not communication – sometimes what we say is not understood.

· We have advanced communications systems today that allows us to communicate from all over the world yet husbands and wives sitting across the table cannot communicate to each other – likewise parents and children.

· When communication stops flowing, your marriage dies.

· Communication is not:-

· Yelling at your spouse or children or winning an argument.

You may win the argument but loose your marriage.

· There is a difference between being right and being reconciled

To reconcile and not being right is your goal.

To reconcile is not to argue with your spouse as to who is right.

It is like trying to blow off a light bulb

· To intimidate your spouse with anger is not communication.

· What is communication?

· Good communication can be without words.

Words are transmission of thoughts, and thoughts can be misunderstood like words.

E.g. lovebirds  - they do not talk much, they enjoy just being together, words can spoil this closeness.

· Good communication is not out talking each other
· Good communications is when we can express honestly who we are, how we feel, think, esteem, love, honour, desire….without getting hurt.

It is when husbands and wives can express to each other their thoughts, feelings, experiences without fear or favor of starting a 3rd world war.

· Consider Matthew 12:34 & 37
· Let your words edify, comfort and bless

There are 5 levels of communication
· Cliché Conversation

· The least level of communication

· It is hypocritical. It is not for real

· Reporting the events and “happenstances” of other people – most of the time called –“Gossip”

· Jesus asked His disciples “who do men say that I am”

· We report what others have to say – traditionally this is gossip.

· Communication is the exercise of the mind

                   Gossip is the exercise of the tongue that is cancerous

· Sometimes we say we do not gossip but “share prayer requests” – but it is gossip, reporting what they heard.
· Vain talk – No personal self-revealing conversation

· It is empty, shallow, meaningless conversation

· It is because you fear to be real in your conversation

· Your fear is the fear of the truth.

· Speak the truth – communicating the real you
· Marriages get better with  this level of communication

· Jesus now asks His disciples, “Who do you say I am?”

· This is where you have duets and symphony is communication

· Consider Matthew 18:19

“Agree” means in harmony

There is transparency

There is no pretence, fear, rejection and criticism

You are true to God and yourself so you can be true to others

· Consider Ezekiel 3:15

“I sat where they sat”

Simply means talking real, being truthful and meaningful

You cannot know unless “you have sat where they sat”

Conclusion
Your marriage can live or get better - remove the dead clothes, let your spouse help you

Keep 4 Rules in every conversation

· It is true? 
We may quote “word for word” but it may not be true.

e.g. a misquote of Scripture 1 Corinthians 12:1

Scripture says : “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.

Our quote: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, ignorant brethren”

· What is the motive?
The Bible says “do all to the glory of God”

· Is it necessary?

Silence is golden

· Will it benefit those who hear?

c.f. Matthew 12:36.
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