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REVIEW  - JOHN 1:38-44

· The resurrection of Lazarus addresses hope in every marriage.

Jesus said, “If you would believe, you would see the glory of God”  (V.40)

· There are 4 reasons why marriages die:

· Firstly - Marriages die because of no or poor communication

· Secondly- Marriages die, when we reject each other on our God given differences

TODAY, the third reason:

MARRIAGES DIE BECAUSE OF LACK OF PASSION (1 Corinthians 7:3-5)

INTRODUCTION

· The God of the supernatural is the God of the natural.  Sex and marriage should be as natural as drinking water

· “Lack of passion” results when passion or love fails to grow and mature.

e.g. Parents’ love for their children grow and mature

· Some marriages don’t last after the honeymoon.

· They have lost the fire of passion, the sensitivity to please, to encourage, to care and being considerate.

· There is no acceptable reason to stop doing the things that led to marriage but every good reason to develop them for a greater life ahead.

· The best source for answers to your sex life in marriage is not 

· Conversations behind closed doors where people are ashamed of what they say

· Surfing the net for some pervert to talk to you

· Subscribing to pornographic videos and books

· The best book to have and read about sex and marriage is the Bible.

· The Bible says, God created man and then, Eve and brought her to him.  Adam went to sleep and woke up married.

· Adam rejoiced over Eve

· God said, these two shall be one flesh. - “One flesh” means sex.

· Paul said, “render to his wife the affection due her or due benevolence”  (1 Corinthians 7:3) - “Due benevolence” means sex.

· It is payment for what is due.

When you rent a house – your payment is what is due.

When you work – your tax is what is due.

When you marry – sex is your due benevolent.

· Sex is a natural thing.  If you are not married, it is not due benevolent.  It is fornication or adultery.

THE STATE OF THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN  (Genesis 2:24-25)

· God called her, “his wife” not mistress, girlfriend or just woman. (V. 24)

· From the beginning the man and woman were “naked” in each other’s presence and “were not ashamed”.  There is no shame in nudity when it occurs within the right context – the marital union.

· This passage clearly teaches that:

· Sex was God’s idea and is not sinful

· Sex came before the Fall and if the Fall had never taken place, there still would be sexual relations between a man and his wife

· Propagation of the species is one, but not the exclusive, purpose for sex.  The Bible gives two other reasons for sex:

· To promote love between the husband and wife  (Hebrews 13:4)

· to prevent fornication – the unlawful satisfaction of the God-given sexual desire

· Paul said, “Let every man have his own wife”  (1 Corinthians 7:2)

· Sex outside marriage is not permitted and is sinful before God who created us.

· Safe sex is sex with a marriage license and not the use of condoms. (1 Corinthians 6:9)

· Sex is more than pro-creation.

· It is the symphony of life for the blessing of God.

· It is a bed that is not defiled but blessed.  (Hebrews 13:4, Proverbs 18:22)

THE BIBLE IS THE BEST BOOK ON SEX AND MARRAIGE.

· Read the introduction page of the Book of Solomon. (Song of Solomon 1:1-3, 10, 13,15, 2:4-6,10-14.

· The Bible is a book for lovers.

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT FROM MEN?

First, remember – God made them different for a purpose.

Don’t try to change them to be like you.

Women don’t try to be like a man and men don’t try to be like a woman.

Live the way God made you and be grateful for who you are.

Three things a woman wants:

· A woman wants a husband who loves her completely (no one else-!) and passionately.

· God’s Word confirms it – “Husbands love your wives”.- A woman wants a lover.

· Submitting to husbands is  easy and natural when he is spiritual and not a “playboy” and yet not so spiritual that he is of no earthly good.

· To love is not only being sexual but is  to romance and to be kindly affectionate. 

·  If sex is not included husbands do not know how to love.

· Understand them and live with them with knowledge.

· A woman wants emotional intimacy.

· It has been said that in some parts of the world, a man does not know his wife until he marries her.  The fact is, this is true everywhere in the world.

· Emotional intimacy includes true communication, romance, and kind affections.  

· There are approximately 5 million neurological receptors in the body and 2 million in the hand alone – touching is part of  emotional intimacy.  

· There is the right and wrong touch and the right kind of touch releases a pleasant and healing flow of chemicals in the body.

· Medical science has proven that people who live in old folks home, get well quicker by touching.

Without emotional intimate communication, a wife feels she is raped and sex is a nightmare.

· A woman wants spiritual intimacy

· They want a prophet and priest in the home.

· They want husbands, who will pray, read the Word and bless them.

· A 3-fold cord is not easily broken; God, your wife and you – you have a strong marriage.

· Spiritual couples understand – Ephesians 5:21

· “They submit one to another”.

·  Don’t follow her lead but meet her need.

· If she needs you - be there.

CONCLUSION:  HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR INTIMACY

For the man

· Do what you know she loves.



Stand by your spouse and be loyal.

· Praise a woman that fears the Lord. (Proverbs 31:30)

For the woman

· A woman who has self-esteem and dignity (Proverbs 31:10)

