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REVIEW

· Lazarus was dead for 4 days and was raised to life. 

This situation can address “deadness” in some marriages.

· Notice the conversation

Martha said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (v.21)

Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again” (v.23)

Martha said, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead 4 days”(v.39)

Jesus said, “Did I not say to you, that if you would believe, you would see the glory of God”(v.40)

· Every marriage can be a better marriage.

· Three stages of marriages that needs to get better:  

· Lust

· Rust

· Dust

· Marriages are said, to be made in heaven – so is lightning and thunder.

Someone said:  Love is a dream and marriage is the alarm clock.

This passage speaks to deadness in some marriages:

· Where love is as dead as Lazarus’ corpse

· Where yesterday’s hopes and dreams have been assassinated by hateful words.

Marriages that are bound by grave clothes of bitter memories (when RUST is in the 

marriage)

· Marriages that have been destroyed by adultery (when LUST is in the marriage)

Marriages that have been destroyed by pornography or sexual abuse.

· All meaningful communications are a dull memory (when DUST is in the marriage)

Marriages where the husband has refused to be the provider, the priest, the protector and the promise keeper of the home.  It’s dead.



God’s Word offers hope

· Your marriage can be raised from the dead!!

· Don’t give up on your marriage – because you said, it was dead or it stinks.  So did Lazarus.

· The Lord is saying to you – if you would believe, you can see the glory of God 

· At the wedding in Cana, He turned water into wine

· To the adulterous woman, He told her to go and sin no more

· To the man who was called “Legion” because he was full of demons, Jesus said, “Return to your house and tell what great things God has done for you”

· The multitudes were fed with 5 loaves and 2 fishes 

Jesus did them so that the glory of God may be seen.  Your marriage can live!!


       If you would believe,  you will see God’s glory in your situation. 

HOW DID MARRIAGE BEGIN?

Marriage was and is God’s idea (Genesis 2:18-20)

· The need for woman (vv.18-20) 

· Woman is absolutely essential in God’s plan.  

· God observed that it was not good for man to be alone and made “a helper” for Adam.  

· The woman’s role in the will of God was to be a “helper”, created to be comparable and suitable to man for every mental, spiritual, emotional, social, and physical need.  

· God planned an “orientation program” to show man the need that He alone had observed.  

· He brought to man the birds and beasts He had created, so that man should exercise his dominion over them (v.28) and name them (v.19).  However, in verse 20 it is noted that for Adam there was no “helper” similar to himself.

· The provision of woman for man (vv.21-24)

· God caused Adam to go to sleep and removed one of his “ribs”. Exactly what God removed is not known, but it was adequate for His purpose.  

· He “made”  (lit., built) a woman (v.22) whom Adam recognized as being his equal, “bone of my  bones and flesh of my flesh”.  

· This resulted in what has become known as the universal law of marriage (v.24) expressed in three ways:

· The responsibility for marriage is on the man’s shoulders – he is to “leave his father and mother”

· The responsibility for keeping the union together is on the man’s shoulders – he is to “be joined to” his wife

· The union is indissoluble – “they shall become one flesh”.

HOW DO MARRIAGES DIE

Four Reasons:

· Marriages die because of  “no” or “poor” communication

· Marriages die, when we reject each other on our God given differences

· Marriages die because of poor money management or love for materialism

· Marriages die because of lack of passion (sex and marriage)

MARRIAGES DIE WHEN WE REJECT EACH OTHER ON OUR GOD GIVEN DIFFERENCES

· The Bible teaches, God created us differently - He created male and female, man and woman. God blessed both with their differences.

· Peter’s admonishment to man  is recorded in 1 Peter 3:7

· God will not hear your prayers if you don’t accept the differences He has made us.

· Opposites attract before marriage, after marriages, opposites irritate.

· The major source of the problem in accepting the differences given by Peter is, “failing to live with your spouse with knowledge or understanding”  – get to know her.

· This means, “What you know is good, do it, what you know is bad, stop it.”

· Marriage involves not just understanding but accepting differences and live with them with knowledge

· These differences are not a matter of right or wrong but as God made them.

Three Major Differences between Men and Women

In 1981, Dr. Roger Sperry who won the Nobel Peace Prize in medicine and psychology, conducted A break through study on how the brain functions in a male child and a female child.  

The conclusion – the male child leans more towards the left side of his brain and the female child leans more to the right side of her brain.  

This makes a difference in the way males and females think.

· The woman’s right brain decides largely by intuition (emotions, feelings)


The man’s left brain decides largely by logic (matter of fact)

· For example:  If there is a problem because of a death

· Male (left brain thinking)  How will the family survive?  Is the wife working?  Do they have children?  How many?  Facts – logic

· Female (right brain thinking) - How’s the wife taking it?  Do the children understand?  Is someone helping them out in the arrangements?  What about food?  Caring – the emotions lead.

· To try, to solve a problem through left brain or right brain alone is disastrous.  Logic or emotion in itself alone is not capable of producing a happy co-existence.

· God’s Word says, understand and accept the differences and you will succeed and live in peace.

· The Bible was written by both types of people – those who used the left side of their brains as well as those  who used the right side of their brains.

· Nearly one third of the Bible is a record of dreams and visions recorded by men and women who claimed God spoke to them (2 Peter 1:21).  The prophets not only “spoke”.  They also “looked” and “saw”.

· Luke used his left brain.(Luke 1:1-3) Luke says he carefully analyzed accounts of eyewitnesses and wrote them out in consecutive order – obviously left brain activity.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, this process resulted in what we call the “Word of God”

· John used his right brain to write the Book of Revelation (Revelation 1:10-11). This revelation involved no left brain functions, except the actual writing out of the vision.  Today, we call it the “Word of God”.

· Man want to reach the goal as soon as possible.


Woman enjoy the process of reaching the goal.
· Men, if they are walking, walk the shortest way possible to get to their goal.

Women will take their time and go around whatever that’s there to get to the goal.

· Shopping – woman will look to buy.  Men decide what they want and go to buy. eshop like they are on a mission from God!

· Spiritual authority vs. feminine intuition (c.f. Ephesians 5:23)
· God’s order is that husbands are to be Prophet, Priest, Provider, Protector and Promise Keeper of their homes.

· Only a true believer can submit to her husband’s lead.

· The nature of a carnal woman wants to lead her husband through manipulation and domination.  She wants to rule.

· The feminine movement began in Genesis itself.(Genesis 3:16)

· “ Your desire” is not sexual but to rule and dominate.

· God’s will for the woman is to submit to her husband because Eve followed her emotion and intuition and the serpent deceived her to take the forbidden fruit.  Therefore a woman must follow the man – who is not driven by intuition and emotions but by facts.

· Paul said, “I forbid woman to usurp the authority of a man” – because it is a natural thing for a woman today.  Carnal woman will live this way.

· The Bible says,  “The husband is the head of the wife”.

This is God’s plan and will – God’s way is better than ours.

CONCLUSION

How to see the glory of God in your marriage – 7 steps:

· Forgive and forget the past

· Forgive is a choice.  Forget  - God will help you forget.

· To forgive is to give up your right to hurt the one who hurt you.

· Forgiveness is the key that releases the handcuffs of hurts and pain.

· Forgive for your own benefit.

· Husbands must be Prophets, Priests, Providers, Protectors, Promise Keepers

· Submission is mutual (c.f. Ephesians 5:21)

· Submit to her need and not lead.

· Communicate honestly\

· Live in sexual freedom (1 Corinthians 7:4)

Don’t use sex as a weapon to get what you want.

· Love your spouse as yourself (Ephesians 5:28)


No wife will have problems submitting if husbands love them as their own bodies.

